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O PROFIT by one’s own mistakes is worth while. 
But it is infinitely more worth while to profit by 
the mistakes of others. Some have. thought that 
they had reached the place where they could afford 
to drop advertising. Are you profiting by their 
costly Sranses ? 
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Thy Kingdom Come 


By Helen M. Burlingame 


HY kingdom come, O God! 
-We lift our eyes to Thee 
From reek of war, and filth, and shame, 
And Christless misery. 
In leper spots of ruthless crime 
Our spotless babes are born, 
To breathe an atmosphere of hate ; 
O God! Thy kingdom come. 





Thy kingdom come, O God! 
‘The world moves on apace, 
Forgetful of the Hand that made, 
For His own praise, our race ; 
Forgetful of Thy mercies rare, 
Our very life, the sum ; 
Save that an —— remnant cries 
O God! Thy kingdom come. 


Thy kingdom come, O God! . 
No fierce barrage can block 

Tay coming, when from Heaven afar 
Thy voice earth’s thunders shock. 

Nor man, nor earth, nor hell can stop 
Thy reign when once begun ; 

We greet Thee, from above, our King, 
O God! Thy kingdom come! 


Thy kingdom come, O God! 
Thy bride calls up to Thee, 
Nor heeds the sorrow of her Ict 
For rich expectancy. 
She sees her Bridegroom from afar, 
Her glorious battle won, 
She hails Thee, bright and Morning Star, 
O God! Thy kingdom come. 





Things That Are Caesar’s. 


A Christian who wholly follows Christ is the best 
Citizen any earthly government can have. He will 
always render “unto Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s” as fully as he renders “unto God the things 
that are God’s.” In this single sentence, the wisdom 
of which caused men to marvel when Christ spoke 
the words and has caused men to marvel ever. since, 
our Lord set forth the principle that is to guide the 
Christian in his relation to earthly government, "The 
Church of Christ and the State of Caesar must there- 
fore remain separate during this age. Any attempt to 
unite them or confuse them has always invited dis- 


aster. “But if the Church of Christ knows that the 
State is not carrying out the will of God, is it not to 
interfere?” is. a question often asked. One great 
church has as a fundamental doctrine that this control 
of the State is a function of the Church of Christ. 
Christian -citizens should, of course, influence their 
government in every possible way toward righteous- 
ness and recognition of God. But the Church of 
Christ should carefully keep her hands from the af- 
fairs of Caesar. This is a “church age.” It is also a 
“Caesar age.” Not that governments today are neces- 
sarily like that of the Roman emperor—in all respects; 
but in one respect all governments in this age, from 
the time of our Lord to the present, are alike: Caesar 
is not God’s king. Christ Jesus is the Head of the 
Church. But he is not yet King of the nations. This 
place belongs to him of right as well as the place of 
Lordship of the Church and of each Christian. There 
is coming a day when “the times of the Gentiles” will 
be fulfilled (Luke 21:24). Then Gentile world gov- 
ernment will come to an end, the true theocracy to 
which Israel pointed will be established, and God’s King 
will sit on the throne governing righteously. In that 
day men will not need to render anything to Caesar, 
but everything to God, A study of God's plan for the 
nations, therefore, is essential to being an intelligent 
‘Christian citizen, who can render to Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s, and at the same time rejoice in the 
perfection of God’s plan to bring Caesar’s Christless 


rule to an 
sx 
To Get or to Give 


Every person our life touches is an opportunity 
for the exercise of the great Christian grace of giving. 
The world’s way is to look on every man as a prospect 
from whom to get something. And it is a strong 
temptation to Christians also to consider others in 
terms of what they may give to us and our interests. 
A group of Christian workers were in prayer about 
moving their evangelistic and Bible training enterprise 
to another city. There seemed_to be little apprecia- 
tion of their service, or support for the work, on the 
part of the churches and the city in general. As they 
prayed, it was pressed home upon that group that the 
Lord did not want them to look upon the city and the 
churches in terms of what they could get from them, 
but in terms of what the Lord could give to that city 
through them. More and more they took that atti- 
tude,— looking to the Lord as the one from whom to 
get things, and looking to human beings as those to 
whom to give. Then they began to experience the 
result the Lord spoke of when he said, “Give, and it 


shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, running over, shall they give into your 
bosom.” . It is right that we should humbly expect to 
get spiritual help and blessing from others, and to 
learn new things from each person we meet, however 
humble he may be. But let us look at each person, not 
as a prospect who may further our own special in- 
terests, but as a prospect to whom we may give of the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. This was our Lord’s 
teaching regarding loving our “neighbor.” The queés- 
tion, “Who is my neighbor?” was turned by the Mas- 
ter Teacher into that other question, “Am J a neigh- 
bor?” To be a real “neighbor,” in our Lord’s meaning 
of that term, to every one whom our life touches, is to 
manifest the life of Him who came not to be minis- 
tered unto but to minister. 


x 


s . 
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Dr. Arnold’s Teaching Secret 


Every great teacher is a great learner. One of 
the greatest teachers of boys of all time, Dr. Thomas 
Arnold of Rugby, was once asked why, with his vast 
storehouse of learning, he always spent so much time 
in preparing lessons that he had taught sceres of 
times. His answer was, “I want my boys to drink 
from a living fountain, not from a stagnant pool.” 
How many boys in Sunday-school classes are drinking 
from stagnant pools? Every Sunday-school teacher 
should set himself to be a great teacher in the place 
where the Lord has put him. And one secret is 
to set himself like a flint to prepare the lesson 
faithfully.. A minister who taught a large Bible class 
went to the class one Sunday with little preparation. 
The lesson was. one he had preached on'‘and taught 
again and again, a familiar passage he had studied 
carefully for years. But all this past study availed 
little in the class session. He felt that the lesson was 
flat, loaded with no dynamite to stir the men. 
Greatly humbled, he came to the Lord, confessed 
his sin of going to the class without due preparation, 
and asked for special grace for the following week, 
when the same topic .was to be continued. He went 
back to that familiar passage of Scripture which he 
had studied so often, and entirely new light burst 
upon it; he found truths he had never seen nor read 
in any commentary. The class seemed electrified with 
the message, and one of the more spiritual members 
remarked at the close, “You must be studying more, 
to give us a lesson like that.” With the inexhaustible 
treasures of God’s Word to draw from, and with 
Christ the fountain of living water dwelling in the 
heart, there is no need for any Sunday-school teacher 
ever to draw water from a stagnant pool, 


God’s Faithfulness 


salem, probably on the Tuesday morning of 
the week in“which he suffered, he carried out 
the solemn parable-miracle of the withering of the 
fig tree. The tree had disappointed him in his quest 
for fruit to satisfy his bodily cravings. It became an 
apt picture of the failure of Israel to satisfy his 
heart’s cravings for the-people’s love. So the doom 
was pronounced, as it will ever be, whether of trees 
or men, In nature, the organism that refuses to 
function must needs perish. Nor is it otherwise in 
the moral realm. - The final condemnation of the 
sinner is for God to take the man at his word. There 
is such a thing as hardening. “He, that being often 
reproved hardeneth his ak shall suddenly be de- 
stroyed, and that without remedy’ (Prov. 29:1). 
Usually in nature, as in grace, God works slowly, 
He has long patience. He is “not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance” 
(2 Pet. p:9). But in nature slow processes are punc- 
tuated by swift catastrophes. And in the moral 
realm, when iniquity comes to the full, God’s patient 
waiting is succeeded by swift judgment. 
Hudson Taylor’s great-grandfather was accustomed 
to preach in the open air in the town of Barnsley. 


Wiis the Lord Jesus was going into Jeru- 


where he lived. This aroused much resentment among 
the godiess. One day two men accosted him. Théy 
engaged him in conversation and appeared to be 
friendly. But while they. were thus occupying his 
attention one of the two produced a handful of mud 
in which powdered glass had been mixed, and rubbed 
‘it violently into Mr. Taylor’s eyes. At that moment 
a magistrate who knew Mr. Taylor came up, and the 
men ran off. The friendly magistrate led the sufferer 
home, Blinded and distracted by pain though he was, 
Mr. Taylor refused to prosecute his assailants. 
Some years after one of them lay dying. In his 
extremity he sent for the man he had so grievously 
wronged. Mr. Taylor, of course, went to the dying 
man. But he found himself utterly unable to 
pray for him, although he had led scores of people 
to the Saviour during his life. He could do nothing 
for this man, and the poor wretch passed out into 
eternity apparently under the condemnation of God. 
There is such a thing as judgment. Nature and his- 
tory alike enforce the solemn teaching of the Bible. 
In the miracle before us the Lord Jesus replaced his 
ordinary processes by a swift command: “He spake 
and it was done” (Psa. 33:9). When the disciples 
remarked upon the occurrence, his reply was, “Have 































































































330 * 


faith in God” (Mark 11:22). If you are confronted 
by a natural impossibility, look beyond nature to 
nature’s God. If you are utterly weak and helpless 
in the face ufsyour surroundings, have faith in God. 

But this is just what we find so impossible. It is all 
yery well telling us that faith can do all things. 


“Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees, 
Laughs at impossibilities, 
N And cries, ‘It shall be done,’” 


But then, that is just where we fail. Our faith is 
such a poor, weak, stunted thing. “Increase our 
faith,” we cry. But that prayer was only answered by 
something very like a rebuke; “If ye had faith as a 
grain of mustard seed,’ ye might achieve. We do 
mot achieve. Therefore, how microscopic is our faith! 

A century after the grandfather had suffered for 
Christ’s sake the grandson himself had come to the 
hill Difficulty. It was in the year 1870 that, sick in 
body and burdened with anxiety of soul, Hudson 
‘laylor was reading his Bible at this familiar verse. 
As he read in his Greek Testament he translated to 
himself the well-known words, and a new rendering 
came to him. Instead of “have faith in God” he 
translated have or hold the faith of God. It is a per- 
fectly legitimate translation. To put the change into 
the technical language of the grammarians, it takes 
the genitive as subjective instead of objective. But 
to God’s servant that day it threw a flood of new 
light on the well-known passage. 

Hudson Taylor’s faith was weak. If his was weak, 
most of us may be excused for wondering if we have 
any faith at all. But God’s faith, God’s faithfulness, 
that was a very different matter. And God’s hon- 
ored servant began to understand that what he had to 
do was not to be occupied or concerned with himself, 
= faith, his feelings, or his strength of will, but with 

od, - 

Faith is only the man’s response to God. It may 
be ever such a little thing in itself. But God’s grace 
is not a little thing. Faith is just the soul of man 
in touch with the grace of God. 

A little wire runs into the room. But if we choose, 
through that little wire we can get in touch with the 
great power station, and thus our voice may reach to 
the other side of the world. That marvel is not 
wrought by the little telephone wire, but by the stored 
kilowatts of the power station. But all the same, if 
the little wire were broken, we should be utterly cut 
off. So faith is nothing, yet it is everything. For, 
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weak and poor though it be, it can yet touch God’s 
faithfulness. 

So let us think.of God’s character as described by 
such a word as this. To begin with, his very feelings 
are conditioned by his faithfulness. Faithfulness 
shall be the girdle of his reins (Isa. 11:5). Our 
feelings change. They are as fickle as the wind, 
They depend upon a host of things inward and out- 
ward. od’s feelings are always the same. He is 
longsuffering and of tender mercy. Thus Jesus, the 
Son of God, is equipped to be just the sort of “mer- 
ciful and faithful high priest” that we need (Heb. 
2:17). Because “he is faithful that promised” (Heb. 
10: 23), we may enter with boldness into the very 
presence of God. : 

That faithfulness which is God’s character is ex- 
hibited in relation to the universe. It is seen in 
nature: “Thy faithfulness shalt thou establish in the 
very heavens” (Psa. 89:2). Not a sparrow falls to 
the ground without God. “His tender mercies are over 
all his works” (Psa. 145: 9). 

Further, his faithfulness is exhibited in relation to 
human history. “Thy counsels of ald are faithfulness 
and truth” (Isa. 25:1). As that prophesy goes on to 
explain, that faithfulness is shown alike in judgment 
and in mercy. History is not an aimless welter of 
conflicting forces. There is a guiding purpose 
running throughout, and that purpose is one derived 
from God’s faithfulness to his love’s design for the 
world. 

In the great vision of the Apocalypse, when John 
saw the Christ emerging from the opening heavens, 
the name_by which he is acclaimed is “Faithful and 
True.” The Lamb of God is also the Lion of God. 
He is faithful in his purpose both to deliver the sinner 
and to destroy the sin. ; 

Finally, God is faithful in his dealings with the 
mind of man. Thus the Lord Jesus Christ is revealed 
as “the faithful and true witness” (Rev. 3:14). He 
is the guarantee of God’s faithfulness. He has ex- 
plained the Father to man (John 1:18). If you are 
puzzled or baffled by the mysteries of life, study the 
record of Jesus Christ. If you are suffering, Jesus 
suffered, too. If you are lonely, he also was lonely. 


If you have to die, he died. If you are burdened with 
the guilt of your sin, le came to give his life a ran- 
som for your soul, 

And if you have wandered away from God, his 
faithfulness is the only ground of trust that you can 
have. To the backslider God says, “I will even betroth 
thee unto me in faithfulness” (Hos. 2:20). 





Should He Have Done It on Sunday ? 


I was staying at the home of my married sister. 
Her husband, a business man and only a nominal 
Christian, was in the habit of posting his books and 
writing business letters on Sunday afternoons. Toward 
the end of one of these afternoons he asked me to mail 
a number of the letters he had written on the Sabbath 
day. While very glad to be of any possible service 
to him, my conscience forced me to ask to be excused 
from doing this, I felt that I would be a partner in his 
Sabbath-breaking if I mailed them. He was angry. 

Lately one very dear to me received a Special Delivery 
letter on Sunday, a business letter. After reading it she 
asked me to read it. I regretfully had to decline do- 
ing so, feeling it was not Sunday reading. She was 
dreadfully grieved. 

} Was I extreme, fanatical even, in my two refusals? 
What about my losing influence with the persons I have 
referred to, because of my attitude on Sabbath keeping? 
~—A Massachusetts Reader. 


The Christian in this age of grace is not under the 
obligations of the Old Testament law concerning the 
Sabbath. If he were, then any form of work on the 
Sabbath day would have to be punished by death. This 
is made plain in Numbers 15: 32-36, where we are 
told that the children of Israel “found a man that 
gathered sticks upon the sabbath day,” and “the Lord 
said unto Moses, The man shall be surely put to 
death: all the congregation shall stone him with stones 
without the camp. And all the congregation brought 
him without the camp, and stc.ied him with stones, 
and he died; as the Lord comiuianded Moses.” This 
was in obedience to the law that had already been 
plainly declared by God in Ex:dus 35:2, concerning 
the Sabbath, that: “whosoever ,doeth work therein shall 
be put to death.” An additional detail of Sabbath law 
was also there stated: “Ye shall kindle no fire 
throughout your habitations upon the sabbath day.” 

Is this Massachusetts reader « areful never to kindle 
a fire on the Sahbath day? “Would he feel that he 
or any other Christian who did so ought to pay the 
death penalty? The Old Testaitnent law is plain and 
inescapable. 

But the New Testament, thank God, is equally plain 
and inescapable in its proclamation of the Gospel of 
grace, and.the way of l'ving that God expects from 





us under grace. Our Lord rebuked the Pharisees who 
criticized him and his disciples for certain forms of 
“work” on the Sabbath. In the full setting forth of 
the Christian’s privileges and obligations in the New 
Testament Epistles we read: “Let no man therefore 
judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an 
holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days” 
(Col. 2:16). 
A sound principle for the Christian “is to recognize 
that we are under obligation to do all that the New 
Covenant of grace, as given in the New Testament, 
tells us to do, in accordance with God's will. , Old 
Testament duties that are found reiterated in the New 
Testament Epistles are plainly duties for the Chris- 
tian. And it is an interesting fact that nine of the 
ten commandments are thus found reiterated, as duties 
for the Christian, in the New Testament. The only 
one that is not laid upon the Christian as a duty in this 
age of grace is Sabbath observance. The very day 
itself has been changed, and we find Christians in the 
New Testament observing the first day of the week, 
rather than the seventh, as a day of glad remembrance 
of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. But 
this first day, or Lord’s Day, is observed in ways funda- 
mentally different from the Jewish Sabbath. The dis- 
tinction is summarized in a valuable note in the Sco- 
field Reference Bible on Matthew 12:1, which tells of 
the disciples, in the company of their Lord, plucking 
ears of corn and eating them on the Sabbath day: 
the Pharisees sharply criticized them for this, and the 
Lord defended the disciples, ending with the words, 
“For the Son of man is Lord even of the sabbath day.” 
The Scofield Reference Bible comments, in part: 


(x). . . It [the sabbath} was observed by complete 
rest (Exod. 35:2, 3), and by Jehovah’s express: order 
a man was put to death for gathering sticks on the 
sabbath day (Num. 1s : 32-36). Apart from maintaining 
the continued burnt-offering (Num. 28:9), and its con- 
nection with the annual feasts (Exod. 12:16; Lev. 23: 
3, 8; Num. 28:25), the seventh-day sabbath was never 
made a day of sacrifice, worship, or any manner of re- 
ligious service. It was simply and only a day of com- 
plete rest for man and beast, a2 humane provision fer 
man’s needs. In Christ’s words, ‘The sabbath was made 
for man, and not man for the sabbath” (Mk. 2 : 27). 


(2) Our Lord found the observance of the day en- 
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crusted with rabbinical evasions (Matt. 12:2) and rez 
strictions, wholly unknown to the law, so that he was 
himself held to.be a sabbath-breaker by the religious 
authorities of the time. The sabbath will be again ob- 
served during the kingdom-age (Isa. 66 : 23). : 

(3) The Christian first day perpetuates in the ‘dis- 
Pensation of grace the principle that one seventh of the 
time is especially sacred, but in all other respects is in 
contrast with the sabbath. One is the seventh day, 
the other the first. The sabbath commemorates God’s 
creation rest, the first day Christ’s resurrection. On 
the seventh day God rested, on the first day Christ was 
ceaselessly active. The sabbath commemorates a fin- 
ished creation, the first day a finished redemption. The 
sabbath was a day of legal obligation, the first day 
one of voluntary worship and service. The sabbath is 
mentioned in the Acts only in connection with the 
Jews, and in the rest of the New Testament but twice 
(Col. 2:16; Heb. 4:4). In these passages the seventh- 
day sabbath is explained to be to the Christian not a 
day to be observed, but a type of the present rest into 
which he enters when “he also ceases from his own 
works” and trusts Christ. 


All this does not mean that the Lord wants us to 
turn the first day of the week into a day for secular 
business. It is a day in which we specially worship 
and praise him, in church attendance, by Christian 
service, and in other ways. It is an opportunity for 
special fellowship with God. But, at the same time, 
work as such is not Scripturally excluded from our, 
observance of the first day of the week. And in mate 
ters of Christian courtesy, where no actual sin is in- 
volved, such as mailing letters for a friend or even 
reading a business letter at & friend’s request, surely 
it must grieve our Lord for the Christian rage: 
to decline to_do this. We may have conscientious z 
as Paul had, but if we do not keep close to the Word 
of God we may unintentionally hinder his cause with 
those whom he would have us reach for Christ. 


ax 
Could Angels Help Christ? 


What do Matthew 4:1: and Luke 22:43 mean, in 
view of the fact that Christ was God as well as man?— 
A New York State Reader. 


These passages mention the ministry of angels to’ 


the Lord Jesus Christ during the time of his earthly 
incarnation. In the first passage, after the Lord had 
met and defeated the three temptations of Satan, we 
read: “Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels 
came and ministered unto him.” In the second passage, 
as our Lord was in prayer in the agony of Gethsemane, 
— where we are told that “his sweat was as it were 
great drops of blood falling down to the ground,” as» 
we read that “there appeared an angel unto him from 
heaven, strengthening him.” - é 

When the ‘Son of God, who was eternally one with 
God and “equal with God” (Phil. 2:6), sharing the 
Father’s glory “before the world was” (John 17:5), 
humbled himself and became a man in order to die 
and become man’s Saviour, this humbling included his 
“being found in fashion as a man” (Phil. 2:8). He 
voluntarily accepted the limitations of a human body; 
and, while he was always sinless, he lived in that body 
like other men between the time of his virgin birth 
and his death on the cross, his body being subject to 
weariness, needing sleep, and dependent upon, the nour- 
ishment of food, as he thus identified himself with 
the human race. As angels minister to the bodily needs 
of men, so the Scriptures tell us angels ministered 
to the bodily needs of Christ during his earthly life- 
time. He was in great physical weakness after the 
forty days of fasting in the wilderness and the attacks 
ef Satan. The Holy Spirit ministered to his spiritual 
needs, even as the Spirit ministers to the spiritual 
needs of redeemed men. But “angels came and min- 
istered unto him” in his physical weakness in the wil- 
derness, and in Gethsemane. We are not told just 
what this angel ministry consisted of, but we are told 
that it was given. And the Scriptures show that there 
was no discrepancy or conflict between this and the 
deity of Christ, the Son of man. 

In connection with what we are told in the first 
chapter of Hebrews concerning angels and their min- 
istry. to redeemed men on earth, who are “heirs of 
salvation,” the footnote in the Scofield Reference Bible 
on Hebrews 1:4 is valuable. It discusses the teaching 
of the entire Scriptures. concerning angels, and includes 
this enlightening comment: “Man is made ‘a little 
lower than the angels,’ and in incarnation Christ took 
‘for a little’ (time) this lower place (Psa. 8:4, 5; 
Heb. 2:6, 9) that he might lift the believer into his 
own sphere above angels (Heb. 2:9, 10).” 


What The Sunday School Times is seeking to do 
through the every week issue of the paper it is like- 
wise seeking to do in the publishing of books. Back 
of the Book Department of The Sunday School Times 
bs the steady purpose to find and to publish books that 
are really needed in the Christian life and in Christian 
service. Descriptive lists of book publications will 
be sent free to those who will address The Sunday 
School Times Company, 103r Walnut Street, Phila- 
del phia. / - 











{ 
Lesson for 


Acts 12: 1- 


T HE 
asha 
the 
that belie 
exailing 4§ 
obedient... 
declare t 
for 1 hav 
vation to 
mitted m 
China, I 
same ol J 
Holy Spi 
In the 
with the 
came for 
and go 0 
tehfu. 

| dred. It 
flocked t 

tent wou 


people ou 
In one 








Smet a 




















“W 





@ 
é 


— 





f 
\ 
28, 1927 ): 


) and res 
t he was 
religious 
'Zain ob. 


the ‘dis. 
th of the 
Cts is in 


i] 
oF 


NOIR OT 1 ec 


a 
5 
‘ 








[ 
\ 


Lesson for June 12 
Acts 12: 1-17 





ae rer ce 
“Ry t 


AN 


Qe 


ey 


‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES |x 


( han va -) * 331 


\ 
\ 
\ 


ro 











Through China With a Gospel Tent 


Reaping plenteous harvest though laborers be few 


By 














Jonathan Goforth, D.D. 














ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, because it is 

the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth. .-He affirmed that wherever he went 
exaiting the Christ of God the Gentiles were made 
obedient. After thirty-seven years in China I can 
declare that I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, 
for | have proved it to be the power of God unto sal- 
vation to thousands of the Chinese. If God per- 
mitted me to spend another thirty-seven years in 
China, I would go on preaching the Gospel in the 
same old way, but would trust more entirely in the 
Holy Spirit to make the Chinese obedient. 

In the autumn of 1923’Mrs. Goforth and I were 
with the Christian Army when an urgent invitation 
came for us to join the evangelistic band in Honan 
and go over the outstations in our old field of Chang- 
tehfu. We used a canvas tent seating about five hun- 
dred. It was often too small to hold the people who 
flocked there to hear the Gospel, and the sides of the 
tent would often have to be taken down so that the 
people outside might hear. 

In one place where we preached three days, seventy- 
three men and women gave in their names as having 
turned from idols. to the living God. ‘Some of them 
were the leading men of the district. Shortly after 
that, in three days, the mayor of the town and sixty 
others turned to God. At the next place, in four days, 
one hundred and three men and-women gave in their 
names as inquirers. We went on to the next center, 
and in three days seventy decided to walk in the way 


Te great apostle declared that he was not 


* of the Lord, among them two of the government 


school teachers. Then we went to a large pottery 
town, and in four days one hundred and twenty-four 
turned from idols. One of the Christians there who 
is working. earnestly. for his Lord is the chief’ busi- 
ness‘man of the town. During four days at the next 
place visited eighty-seven men and women decided t 


. become Christians. : 


When We Put Up Our Tent in the Snow 
It was now drawing near the close of the year and 


“we had to go to Changteh for the annual mission meet- 


ing. Some students who attended that last meeting 
asked our band to give them a few-days of meetings 
in their district. We replied that there was no out- 
station in their district and no place for us to Stay. - 

“We are Christians, and you may’ come and stay 
with us.” 

We assured them we would gladly go, but had no 
time free. They met that by saying, i 

“We notice you have nothing down for the days 
from the second to the sixth of our new year month.” 

We told them that since the Chinese, duting the first 
half of ‘that month, did nothing but feast and gamble, 
it would be useless to go on those days. 

“Come,” said they, “and we will guarantee an audi- 


” ence.” 


On the second day of the new year we went to 
them through a blizzard. We scraped and swept the 
snow off the threshing floor, put up our tent, and in 
four days about ninety people turned to God. ‘Since 
then they have an outstation in that district. 

Right after that, in four days, at one of the old 
outstations, one hundred and one decided to ‘be the 
Lord’s, among them some of the leading men and 
women of the district. One of the elders at that cen- 
ter is headmaster of the largest government school in 
the county. The heathen parents all know that their 
boys are apt to be led into Christianity, but prefer 
to have it so since their boys will be saved from evil 
courses. ; 

The next place was a county town where we stayed 
five days, and one hundred and five had their names 
taken down as inquirers. We went on from-there to 
‘another outstation, and in four days one hundred and 
seventy-eight “accepted the Gospel of Christ. . ‘This 
number was unusually-large for four days. It may 
be accounted for by the ‘fact’ that the inspector for 
boys’ schools in that county was an elder in the church 
there. Thus we might go on giving the results of 
Gospel preaching for five months, proving that the 
Gospel of the grace of God has not lost one atom of 
its ancient power. 

We held four meetings a day, the first at seven in the 
morning and the last ending about ten o’clock at night. 
I gave, on the average, two addresses a day, but be- 
sides I had a lot of work in personal dealing with. in- 
quirers. Such a change has come over the people that 
we can get into contact. with all the gentry and scholar 
families. The Christian leaders in every center are 
naturally anxious to have such families influenced 
toward Christianity, and bring them to me. 

Miss S. was the only foreign woman who was free 
to be with the evangelistic band. Indeed, the great 


Do the Chinese want the Gospel? Many voices 
are making answer to this question in these days 
of change and upheaval in China. But Dr. Go- 
forth’s answer is based, not upon the actions of 
a few, but upon thirty-seven years of intimate, 
personal contact and soul-winning among the 
Chinese. He tells here of the results of an evan- 
gelistic campaign in the Honan field. 


Mrs. Goforth’s own testimony to God’s faithful 
leading day by day,.at home and in the foreign 
field, is given in her book, “How I Know God 
Answers Prayer” (The Sunday School Times 
Company, Philadelphia, $1.25, postage 10 cents). 








Presbyterian Church in Canada is so poor with a four 
hundred thousand dollar deficit that it could not send 
out any more women workers. Think of it! In a 
heathen community of more than two million, and a 
Christian constituency of about ten thousand, there is 
only one foreign woman worker for all the country 
work!~ We would be at an outstation for a few days 
and dozens of women would become interested in the 
way of salvation. Then the Christian leaders of that 
center would urge upon Miss S. the need-to remain 
a few days longer to get these interested women or- 
ganized into classes. Miss S. would yield to their re- 
quest and stay a few days. But our band must move 
on to the next outstation to keep its appointment. On 
arriving there the elders at that center would ask why 
Miss S. had not come along. We would tell them of 
the great interest at the last place and of how she 
was persuaded to give them a few days extra. It was 
plain to see they were disappointed, for they would ask, 

“Does she not care for the work here? Not half so 
many women will come out if the foreign lady is not 
here, and we cannot have such good order.” 

A man in China may have five sons, all of whom 
have wives and children; yet they all live in the same 
yard. The evangelistic band comes there, and all day 
they may be busy in that home. Then one of the 
daughters-in-law leads the whole tribe of children off 
to meeting. The Chinese are not the least bit humble, 
and this Chinese woman with that tribe of children is 
sure to take the front seat if she can get it. You 
can imagine the kind of order that results. The Chi- 
nese women evangelists cannot, without offense, keep 
them in the rear. The foreign lady, firmly but surely, 
can keep them where they ought to. be kept. The Chi- 
nese Christians always appreciate thes, and desire the 
foreign lady’s assistance. -Miss S., desiring to do the 
best, was offending many, and all because the home 
church was too poor to send out more workers. 

But is the home church really too poor to do more 
for her Lord? It is said that Canada’s tobacco bill 
amounts to about sixty million dollars a year and that 
her women yearly spend over twenty-two million dol- 
lars on face powders, and the like. Canada invests 
twice as much in chewing gum as in the souls of the 
heathen, and still claims to be Christian. 


Our Converted Bandit Tent Man 


~ In one county where there are over nine hundred 
villages, the light from Heaven has entered only about 
twenty of them, and even then it has reached one or 
two of a family at most; all the rest have remained in 
heathen: darkness. -Miss S. was moved to say in view 
of ‘such need, 

“Would that it were in my. heavenly Father’s plan 
that I should spend the remainder of my life to bring 
the light of salvation to these more than nine hundred 
villages.” 

But it was not possible to spare her for that county, 
for the itinerary work of our band took us over seven 
counties, Truly the harvest is plenteous and the labor- 
ers few. Strange indeed that so few young women of 
Canada: have caught the vision of their sisters’ need 
in the lands beyond the Pacific. 

In taking around a large tent like ours it is neces- 
sary to have a man with. us who understands putting 
it up. The Christians at every outstation were ever 
ready to lend a hand and to haul it, free of charge, 
from outstation to outstation. Our permanent man, 
less than two years before, had been a noted bandit, 
but is now splendidly converted. He belonged to a 
student clan in the northeastern part of the field. I 
first came in contact with that clan through the stu- 
dents who came up for examinations in 1808. Some 
four or five thousand students, along with their teachers 
and attendants, would be in our city for a month. We 
have taken eighteen hundred and thirty-five men 
through our house in a single day, besides the .vomen. 
In one day we have given as many as fourteen talks 


to different groups of students. It was an unparalleled 
opportunity for casting the “bread upon the waters.” 
In respect to that student clan, it had not returned 
after many days. While we found them always 
friendly, yet they did not turn to the Lord. Now, 
however, one of their clan, a robber, had become a 
convert. 

When our band went to that center, he maneuvered 
to have me billeted in the home of one of the students. 
One morning before breakfast it was my privilege to 
lead four of the clan to the Lord, and after breakfast 
three more. During the four days we were there 
twenty-one men and women of that clan turned to 
the Lord. 

Let me now speak of the four evangelists who were 
always with the band during the five months’ tour, 
There were others, too, pastors and evangelists, who 
were with us for weeks at a time. The first and 
leader of the evangelistic band was Mr. Chang Ching. 
Mr. Chang was a famed religionist in his heathen cult. 
He was reputed to have the power to call ancient 
Chinese worthies down to do his bidding. Some in 
the homelands are supposed to have power to -all 
notables up. It is the same Devil working, whether 
he operates in the East or in the West. Chang made 
a good living out of this religious ability. Then his 
father became a Christian and spoiled it all. En- 
raged, he came to his father, saying, 

“You have gone and knocked the bottom clean out 
of my kettle.” 

The Chinese have an expressive saying to the effect 
that if you spoil a man’s means of subsistence it is 
equivalent to knocking the bottom out of his kettle. 
You cannot cook anything in a kettle with the bottom 
knocked out. The father held firmly to his new-found 
faith, and within six months the son yielded. Since 
then he has been as steady as a star-for Jesus Christ. 
Later on Mr. Chang was appointed elder of the church 
in his county town. He ran a business there with a 
Christian partner. 


Why Mr. Chang Became An Evangelist 


How did he come to be the leader of our evangelistic 
band? In the year 1908 we received an invitation to 
go to lead meetings for the deepening of the spir- 
itual life in the Manchurian churches. It was planned 
that we should be there for only a few weeks, for 
we were responsible for a field with more than a 
million heathen in it. On going to Manchuria we real- 
ized that God had given us a message, but we had no 
method of conducting a revival meeting. The results 
were beyond what we had asked or thought. Whole 
audiences were convicted as with judgment and with 
burning. Invitations poured in from all parts of China 
and my mission set me free to lead this kind of meet- 
ing. After about five years my wife and I thought 
we would like to have a small portion of our old field 
to work in between times. The mission allowed us a 
portion containing seven or eight hundred villages, — 
in some countries if a minister has a parish of seven 
or eight hundred families you must needs supply him 
with a couple of assistants ! 

In mid September, during the second Chinese har- 
vest, we started out to work up our little field. Two 
compounds in a market town were rented. The one 
on-the north side of the street was for women’s work, 
while the one on the south side and a short distance 
east was for men. Just opposite the men’s preaching 
place was a big gambling den. It was run for the 
Devil with great vigor. At first it hindered our preach- 
ing very much, but within half a month all the gam- 
blers came over to us and the place was shut up. At 
the end of about twenty days the inquirers were so 
numerous that we had to rent another compound where 
they might quietly study. My wife had only one Bible 
woman, and I had only one of my old-time evangelists, 
Mr. Tung, and a young man without any preaching 
experience. After about twenty days had passed we 
were all on the verge of breaking down, for often we 
were preaching PSfore breakfast, and there was little 
let-up before midnight. With this burden I went to 
my knees and told the Lord of the harvest all about 
it. While prayitis for workers the answer came. 
felt so sure of if tat I said to my wife, “The Lord 
is going to send us the needed harvesters.” . 

A few days later Mr. Chang Ching came and said, 

“I cannot accotnt for this feeling. It has come to 
me that I dare nc? go on in-business while my country- 
men are dying ail about me without God and with- 
out hope. If I starve, I must quit business and preach 
the Gospel. Have you need for some one to help?” 

We told him that he was the first answer to our 
prayer, and took him on. The churches have now 
elected him to the leadership of the evangelistic band. 

It was not long after that that two government school 
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teachers, both B.A.’s, who had been converted a few 
years, came and said, 

“We feel that we shall violate conscience if we con- 
tinue teaching in government schools where we are 
not allowed to preach the Gospel. Our people are dy- 
ing in their need and are lost. We feel that, even if 
we starve for it, we must go and proclaim the Gos- 
pel of salvation.” 

We took them on, and in one year the Lord of the 
harvest had sent us about a dozen efficient workers. 
If you need preachers or elders or deacons or Sunday- 
school teachers, the only safe way to get them is on 
your knees. 

The second man among our permanent evangelists 
with the band was one of the dozen whom the Lord 
gave us in answer to prayer. His name is Kuo Lao 
Tsui. He is the most eloquent preacher in the band, 
Kuo’s father had died when Kuo was twenty years of 
age, leaving him a fine farm and a grain business, 
Kuo was considered well off. The year the father died 
young Kuo formed the habit of opium smoking. By 
the time he had reached forty-five he had squandered 
all his estate. His wife had died of a broken heart 
and had left a wee daughter. But Kuo had another 
wife,—no trouble about getting another wife in 
China! You might bury the first wife in the morn- 
ing and have the second one by sundown, 

Kuo’s new wife was a young woman under twenty. 
Poor thing, it was not her choice; she was just sent 
in. When she realized the situation, she cried bitterly. 
Her husband could*not walk a quarter of a mile to 
save himself. He was a skeleton with only skin and 
bone. He could not sleep a wink at night unless doped 
with opium, and was so weak that he could not bear 
the weight of a quilt over him, Any day this husband 
might die off and she would be sold into a life of 
shame. The same fate might await the little mite of 
a girl left by the first wife. Widows without friends 
have no rights in China, so Kuo’s young wife was in 
despair. 

Just when things were at the lowest with the Kuo’s, 
the church at Chang Tsun, under pastor Hu, invited 
my wife and myself to come and hold a_ nine-day 
meeting for the deepening of the spiritual life. Kuo 
was so far gone that he could not stand the shaking of 
a springless cart. Four of the Christians took a big 
basket used to feed animals out of, and went five or 
six miles to Kuo’s home, and carried him to church. 

There was an unaccountable hold-up in the meetings. 
On the fourth morning my wife came to me, saying, 

“I can’t stay here any longer. I shall have to go 
home to Changteh. You must have said something 
the first night to offend the people. You get through 
with an address and say to the people, ‘Now you may 
pray. You wait about ten minutes, and all are as 
dumb as if a dumb devil had seized them. Then you 
have them sing a hymn, and at its close you again say, 
‘You may pray.’ Again you wait another ten minutes, 
every one is silent, and you close the meeting with the 
benediction. This has been going on for days and it 
is getting on my nerves. I was not at the meeting on 
the first night, but 1 am sure you made the people an- 
ery. I must go home.” ; 

assured my wife that I had not said anything 
that could give offense. I remembered that I had said, 

“Now if any of you have prayers that you know by 
heart and that you can rattle off without any spiritual 
meaning, I wish you would lay them upon the shelf 
until these meetings are over. ‘Such prayers are of 
no use, but are merely time killers. If, however, dur- 
ing these meetings the Holy Spirit convicts you of 
wrong done to a neighbor, or the like, you may tell 
God all about it.” 

That is all I said, and I don’t think anyone would 
get mad over that. Taking up my note book, I asked 
my wife to read over the notes that I had written for 
the first three days of the meetings. In the notes I 
said that three days of meetings had been held, yet 
there was not the slightest indication of revival. But 
as sure as God is almighty, as sure as his Word is 
like fire, and as sure as his Word is like a hammer 
which breaks the rock in pieces, just so surely shall 
this people bend to the dust before him. On reading 
the notes my wife said, 

_“T don’t want to go home now.” 

At that moment pastor Hu came in. 
quite agitated. He said, 

“Three days have passed and there is not the first 
indication of. revival among us; if God does not re- 
vive us at this time we might just as well shut up the 
church, for the people are not coming out on Sunday. 
We are so anxious about it that we have started an 
extra prayer-meeting.” 

You see, that Chinese pastor had common sense 
enough to know that if the people were not coming 
to church on Sunday there was something wrong with 
them; they needed reviving. What about the church 
members in our home countries,—do they all as- 
semble in the house of God on Sunday? 

Well, during the fourth day and onward our only 
difficulty was to get the meetings closed. It seemed 
as if all the dumb devils were cast out, and every one, 
from the pastor down, came under conviction on ac- 
count of hindering sin. A meeting might continue 
for two hours or more with many prayers and confes- 
sions. In despair at times, I would pronounce the 
benediction. Even then I have seen people rush to 


He seemed 
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the platform and pour out their sins in broken con- 
fession. Every one who came out of curiosity came 
under. conviction for sin, and many were converted. 

Two witches came to see this strange movement. 
They, too, came under conviction, and begged the pas- 
tor and elders to accompany them to their homes, tear 
down their gods and burn them. This they did and 
the witches with their families turned to the Lord. 


(To be concluded in next week’s issue) 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 

















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I honestly endeavor to lead a Chris- 
tian life, but am a victim of passion. Hovurs and hours I 
weep and pray for deliverance, but my appetites clamor for 
satisfaction while I am still on my knees. I am ail alone 
in the world and have never known what it was to have 
anyone love me, and make a “fuss” over me, and I just 
feel starved for embraces. I have an intense desire to be 
a mother. I stand in front of a window full of children’s 
clothes (babies), and just weep. Prayer seems to do no 
good. I am in torments most of the time. Will anyone 
who reads this pray for me? Pray that I may be filled 
with the love of God. Please believe that I am sincere in 
my desire to be a Christian. No one knows or will ever 
know of the sleepless nights’ I put in trying to quiet my 
longings. [ room and board and there is no outlet for my 
longings ia any way. Can you understand how I _ feel? 
I am thirty years old and long for some one to love me. In 
God's name, please every one pray for me. Do you think 
if I went to work with children it would help me? Don’t 
judge me too hard; I try to help myself but can’t, and God 
seems so far away. 


M* DEAR GIRL: The Lord Jesus died on Cal- 
vary that you and I might be overcomers of sin, 
and that we might have power to get away from sin, 
Under the blood, and there only, is there a way of es- 
cape for you. 

First, let me ask you, are you willing to be sep- 
arated from this sin and willing to follow where 
Jesus leads, no matter what your desires are or what 
your preferences might be? He died that you might 
be delivered from sin, and he is willing to do the 
work, and has never been known to fail, when we are 
willing and do our part. Our part is to let him have 
his way with us, whether that would lead to mother- 
hood or never lead there. Give your life, first of all, 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, and then follow all the way 
no matter what the struggle may cost you. Give up 
every desire, and get your mind off of your preferences 
and what you want. Let God have his way with you, 
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me be willing fof his will #6 bé carried out in your 
ife. 

Now for the next thing. Go to a good woman doc- 
tor, Or a man in whom you have every confidence 
(the first is preferable in your case), and tell her all 
about yourself. No doubt, you need some medical at- 
tention, and need your nerves soothed. You have been - 
thinking along this line too-much, and have been cater- 
ing to your wishes, and sympathizing with yourself to 
such an extent that you need to get your mind away 
from self. 

How often do you go to church? 
you do something for somebody else? Are you liv- 
ing for any one but yourself? Have you ever looked 
around you to see how much you could do for some 
other lonely person? Have you ever done anything 
to call forth love from others? We reap as we sow, 
and if you want to have love flow into your life, give 
it out, that you may attract love to you. 

Work with children? Not if you do it for your own 
sake, to get your own feelings satisfied. No, no,— 
do whatever you do for your Lord, and under his 
guidance, and stop thinking of your misery and weak- 
ness. Get so in love with Christ that he will feed you 
and give vou something to do for him. Do not waste 
the precious hours mourning the desire: for sin. That 
you must give over to your Lord once for all, and 
he will so separate you from it that you will never 
more be tormented with it. Oh, how the Devil loves 
to torture you and to worry you, and if this has be- 
come a habit with you, it must be broken up, and 
there is no one to do that but the One who shed his 
blood for the remission of our sins, and who is our 
sin-bearer. 

Now, my dear girl, I know all about the desire for 
motherhood, and can feel with you, for I had it once, 
too, but I know from experience that first of all there 


How often do 


_must be a giving up of self, in order that you may be 


prepared for that or whatever Jesus wants for you. 
Do not forget that Christ was “a man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief,” and when he came to this 
earth it was with the mission of ministering to others 
—not being ministered unto. 

I want you to get up on higher ground than to sat- 
isfy your own personal désires. When you get where 
you will let God do for you, and yield these wishes, 
you will feel this whole burden roll away, and a flood 
of holy desires will take the place of fleshly ones. 
Then God can lead you where he wants you, and give 
you that which you are best fitted for in life. 

Pray for you? Indeed we shall, and every reader 
will be glad to join in intercessory prayer that you 
may be conqueror through Jesus, who is interceding for 
you at the same time. Do you read the Word of God, 
and fill your mind with his thoughts? Start right in 
and take a book in the New Testament, and when you 
finish it, read it through again, and fill your mind with 
the faith of those who fought and won battles in ‘the 
name of our Lord, and you will gain the same spirit, 
and will be a different girl! 

Let me know how my prescription works! God 
bless you with a communion with himself that will 
change your whole life, 








How this name of God corroborates 
the deity of Christ 








Jehovah-Tsidkenu—Who Is He? 


By Robert T. Lore 














the several names given Almighty God, is enfolded 

the greatest promise of the ages: the promise that 
was foreordained to be given “in the beginning’; that 
was given to Moses when he wrote Genesis; the 
promise toward whose fulfillment the eyes of a lost 
world have been focused through the centuries, 


I THE Hebrew word, Jehovah-tsidkenu, one of 


Pe us notice how it unfolds and what it en- 
olds. 

In the prophecy of Jeremiah, chapter 23, verses 5 
and 6, it is written: “Behold, the days come, saith 
the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous 
Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall 
execute judgment and justice in the earth. In his 
days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell 
safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be 
called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 

Now the Hebrew for “The Lord [is] Our Right- 
eousness” is Jehovah-tsidkenu! No scholar denies that, 
in the term Jehovah-tsidkenu, Jehovah is God. Here 
we have the title of the Messiah. ; 

In the eleventh chapter of Isaiah, verse 1, it is writ- 
ten: “And there shall come forth a rod out of the 
stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his 
roots.” Here is a Branch out of the Family Tree of 
David. 

Again in Zechariah 3:8 we find: “Hear, now, O 
Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows that sit 
before thee: for they are men wondered at: for, be- 
hold, § will bring forth my servant the BRANCH.” 
Also, “Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, Be- 


hold the man whose name is The BRANCH, and he 
shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the 
temple of the Lord” (Zech. 6: 12). 

Now suppose we search the Scriptures for evidence 
as to whose is this name foretold by the prophets of 
old, who shall be “raised unto David”; who shall be 
a “righteous Branch’; who shall be a “King”; who 
shall “reign and prosper”; who shall “execute judg- 
ment and justice in the earth’; who “shall build the 
temple of the Lord.” 

God has given us the key to unlock this mystery. 

As the Branch of David is the one whose name is 
Jehovah-tsidkenu, let us find the Branch. 

The apostle Paul, once a persecutor of the Church, 
identifies this “Branch” or “root of Jesse” in his Epis- 
tle to the Romans, fifteenth chapter, verses 8 and 12: 
“Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the 
circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the 
promises made unto the fathers: . .. And again, 
Esaias [Isaiah] saith, There shall be a root of Jesse, 
and he that shall rise to reign over the Gentiles; in 
him shall the Gentiles trust.” k 

Thus the Scriptures definitely and wonderfully iden- 
tify Jesus Christ, the Son of David, as the “Branch” 
and “root of Jesse”; and in Bethlehem, the city of 
David, was he born. Matthew confirms the testimony 
that Jesus is the Son of David (according to the 
flesh): “The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, 
the son of David, the son of Abraham” (1:1). 

In Acts 13:23 we read: “Of this man’s seed hath 
God according to his promise raised unto Israel a Sav- 
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iour, Jesus.” Jesus himself settled the question whet, 
he said to John, “I am the root and the offspring of 
David” (Rev. 22: 16). 

That Jesus is our righteousness is declared by Paul: 
“But now the righteousness of God without the law 
is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the 
prophets; even the righteousness of God which is by 
faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that 
believe” (Rom, 3:21, 22). 

The wonderful fact is therefore revealed that: 
(1) The Jehovah of Jehovah-tsidkenu is God, (2) 
The Jehovah of Jehovah-tsidkenu is Jesus. (3) There- 
fore Jesus is God. This is a tremendous fact, which 
identifies Jehovah of the Old Testament with Jesus 
of the New. ; 

The deity of Jesus Christ is the great central truth 
of Christianity. Without the establishing of this 
truth Christianity becomes worthless as the religion 
of salvation. To worship Jesus as a manifestation. 
of God in a mere high type of man is to worship a 
creature; the worship of a creature is idolatry. Jesus 
was not a creature. He was not created. He was 
begotten. 

A further promise of this Branch of righteous- 
ness is found in Jeremiah 33:14-16: “Behold, the 


' days come, saith the Lord, that I will perform that 


ste thing which I have promised unto the house of 
srael and to the house of Judah. In those days, and 
at that time, will I cause the Branch of righteousness 
to grow up unto David; and he shall execute judgment 
and righteousness in the land.” 

When Jesus came to John the Baptist to be bap- 
tized in Jordan, John shrank from baptizing the One 
whom he recognized as mightier than he, but Jesus 
said: “Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh 


’ us to fulfill all righteousness.” 


In Romans 10: 3, 4 it is written: “For they being 
ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to 
establish their own righteousness, have not submitted 
themselves unto the righteousness of For Christ 
is the end of the law for righteousness to every one 
that believeth.” 

Now, as we have identified Jehovah-tsidkenu and 

esus as one, it is plain that Jesus was God manifest 
in the flesh. F 

The apostle Paul thoroughly understood this, by the 
power and leading of the Holy Spirit, when he wrote 
to Timothy: “And without controversy great is the 
mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh” 
(1 Tim. 3: 16). ; : 

What is the meaning of-the word “manifest”? It 
means (1) to show plainly; (2) to make to appear 
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distinctly; (3) to put beyond question or doubt; (4) 
to display; (5) reveal; (6) prove. 

Here we see a great truth demonstrated. Looking 
at each of. those definitions, we note that God the 
Father by manifesting himself in his Son Jesus who 
was one with him (1) showed himself plainly to the 
people; (2) made himself to appear distinctly; (3) 
the Messiahship of Jesus was put beyond question or 
doubt; (4) he displayed God the Father; (5) he re- 
vealed God the Father; (6) he proved God the Father. 

The Holy Spirit chose a great word — “manifest.” 

Here is the wonderful testimony that Jesus was the 
bodily manifestation of the eternal Godhead: “For 
in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily” 
(Col. 2:9); by whom “were all things created, that 
are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and in- 
visible.” .Further witness is borne by John when he 
writes: “And ye know that he was manifested to 
take away our sins; and in him is no sin” (1 John 3: 


5). 

In 1 John 4:9 it is written: “In this was mani- 
fested tht love of God toward us, because that God 
sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we 
might live through him.” 

It was necessary that God the Father should mani- 
fest himself in the form of sinful flesh and come to 
dwell among men in his Son Jesus Christ in order 
that he might win back to himself man who had de- 
parted farther and farther from him. 

He sent his Word in the form of flesh. 


So we have the great fact that the invisible God_be- 


came visible in the form of the Man, Christ Jesus! 
He was the life with the Father from the beginning, 
as it is written in 1 John 1:1, 2: “That which was 
from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, 
and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 
(For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and 
bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which 
was with the Father, and was manifested unto us).” 

That God and Jesus are one was declared by Jesus 
himself when he said: “I and my Father are one.” 
When Jesus was speaking to certain of the Jews, they 
recognized that he made himself God (John 10: 33). 
They therefore sought to stone him, accusing him of 
blasphemy. When Philip asked that Jesus “show us the 
Father,” what was the reply? Jesus said: “He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father” (John 14:9). 
Jesus was the image of the invisible God (Col. 1:15). 

God, Jehovah-tsidkenu, the Lord Our Righteousness, 
the Branch, the Root, the King— JESUS! 


Cottincswoep, N. J. 








Their Mother and 


The five objects for which a girls’ class 
planned, and the five results 


Daughter Banquet 4 


By Margaret Eggleston Owen 




















ask quickly, and I turned to find three wide- 

awake, energetic girls beside me. They were 
about fifteen years old and full of fun and mischief. 
My description of a banquet, which I had just at: 
tended, had fired their imagination and they were 
ready for a new adventure, 

“You can,” I replied. “It is a great deal of work, 
but it is also a great deal of fun, If you want to do 
the work and get the other workers needed, I will 
gladly help you with your plans.” So they sat down 
at the table with me to think it over. This paper gives 
only an outline of one of the most successful of the 
many, many, Mothers’ and Daughters’ banquets that 
I have attended. Yet those thtee girls were responsi- 
ble for the whole of the organization of it. 

First they found fifteen of their girl friends who 
wanted to help, From this group they elected a chair- 
man, a treasurer, and a publicity chairman, Three 
were to be responsible for the planning and buying 
of the food; three for the preparing of the food; 
three for the time to be spent at the tables; three for 
the program, and three for what they called the “after- 
math,” but which really meant the cleaning up of_the 
dining room and the washing of the dishes. Each 
group then set out to find the workers needed to 
carry out their part of the work. I had suggested to 
them the names of women whom I thought might be 
valuable for the different committees.. It was under- 
stood that all work was to be done by mothers and 
daughters working together and that no one was to 
be asked or allowed to work in two places. This 
meant that they must find many workers. But they 
set about it with a will, and soon reports began com- 
ing in that women who had never done an hour of 
church work were eagerly helping the girls to make 
the banquet a success. There was much enthusiasm 
felt before two weeks had gone by, and _ tickets 
soon were at a premium, for the seating capacity was 
limited. nie: 

In talking to the girls, I had tried to show them 
that such a banquet should accomplish some very 
definite things. For instance: it should be an honor 

' 


WWJase couldn’t we do that?” I heard some one 


to the mothers who were the guests; it should show 
those present that girls could do big things success- 
fully; it should get mothers and daughters of the 
church better acquainted with each other; it should 
certainly lead to a greater loyalty to Christ and his 
church; it should add to community spirit. These 
things they had in mind as they worked. 

Those who planned the setting of the tables decided 
that small tables were preferable to long ones ex- 
tending the length of the room. They wanted the 
room to appear “homey.” They wanted a hostess for 
each table, hoping that she would immediately make 
every one of her guests feel at home and happy. So they 
set the tables for ten persons. In the center of each 
table was a hud-vase containing two roses, to be given 
to the oldest mother and the youngest daughter at the 
close of the meal. At each plate was a tiny candle- 
stick made by pasting (with frosting) a “life-saver” 
over a pink wintergreen wafer and then putting an- 
other “life saver” at right angles to the first to serve 
as a handle. Into the upper life saver was placed a 
tiny birthday candle of pink. The nut baskets at each 
place were made by the same committee and were 
also pink; there were pink flowers on the napkins, 
which were folded like ships and placed back of the 
plates. On each end of the table was a large candle- 
stick containing a tall pink candle. After seeing to 
it that the tables were ready, the work of that com- 
mittee was all done. The lady who had helped them 
to make the pretty things told me afterward that she 
never dreamed that adolescent girls could be so lady- 
like, and helpful, and eager to work. The banquet 
was worth while if it did no more than to line that 
lady up with the work for girls. 

The food was planned to save much serving. There 
was a fruit cup made of grapefruit, oranges, and cher- 
ries. The creamed crab-meat on crackers was served 
by the hostesses from chafing dishes placed at the 
ends of the tables. Cold ham and delicious home- 
made. biscuits (made by the girls of the cooking class 
of the high school), mashed potatoes, jelly, olives, and 
pickles were all available from the tables. When these 
dishes were removed—by the girls who sat at the 
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tables — the pink ice cream and little home-made cakes, 
frosted with pink, were brought on. The mothers 
cleared away the ice cream piates—and then that 
committee had finished their work. Care had to be 
taken that the girls who were to clear the tables were 
properly seated, two at each table in the room. There 
was no coffee—the committee of girls deciding that 
if coffee was not really healthful for girls to have, 
water might be really good for the mothers to have. 
But such fun as there had been at the tables during 
the supper. The program committee had passed pen- 
cils and papers, and each group had been instructed 
to compose a yell and a song before the supper was 
over. Some groups composed several. One table was 
not ready when called upon, and the committee im- 
mediately placed a dunce cap on the head of each per- 
son seated there. You should have seen some of the 
other tables bend at once to their task. The tables 
giving the best yell and the best song were awarded 
pretty pink boxes of candy as a finish for the supper. 
Here is one of the songs: 
O beautiful for little feet, 
You’ve guided on the way 
To manhood and to womanhood, 
No one can thee repay! 
O mother, dear, O mother, dear, 
God shed his love on thee, 
And may thy children love to serve, 
To conquer and be free. 


And here is a yell: 

Wacker — cracker — Sée the girls run, 
Helping their mothers get the work done: 
Ha, ha—Ha, ha—Ha, ha—H-A-H-A-A-A. 

Besides all this original fun, the committ -e had dis- 
tributed song sheets containing popular “and original 
songs. A fine girl song-leader helped to make these 
a real inspiration. 

The fun of the evening ended with the clearing of 

the tables. The guests had been working together; 
they were better acquainted; they had seen the supper 
planned by the girls a big success. But the real feast 
of the evening still remained. 
_ First a mather sang a lullaby as she sat, in the 
light of the candles, rocking her new little baby on 
the platform. Then a mother and daughter played a 
piano and cello duet. A daughter recited, “In the 
Afterglow,” by Flora Rivola, a beautiful tribute to 
motherhood. Away at the.far end of the room, a 
mother told the sweetest thing that her daughter had 
ever done to her; then a girl of fourteen told the 
kind things that she had watched her mother do for 
her in one single day ending with this, “Then she 
tucked me in bed with ‘God bless you, dear, and keep 
you safely while you sleep,’ and I went to sleep ask- 
ing God to keep my kind mother.” 

Suddenly on the white wall above the heads of the 
banqueters there flashed pictures of mothers — Whit- 
tier’s, Whistler’s, Rembrandt’s, Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and many more—some of them being great 
mothers of the church whose pictures had been made 
into slides without their knowledge —a bit of a trib- 
ute of girls to the women of the church. Then a 
slide said, “Future mothers,” and there were beau- 
tiful children at play and at work. 

In a few words a mother told of the difference it 
made to the world what kind of light that future 
mother carried in her heart and soul. As the con- 
clusion, a daughter sang from an inner room, “Oh, 
come to my heart, Lord Jesus, there is room in my 
heart for thee.” As she finished, she entered bearing 
a lighted cathedral candle. Quietly she lighted a large 
candle which had remained dark and which was placed 
just below a large white cross on the wall. How it 
glistened in the light of the candle! At a signal, the 
mothers and daughters lighted their small candles from 
the larger ones on the tables and all together sang the 
chorus, while the girl repeated as a solo, again, the 
beautiful words, “Oh, come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
there is room in my heart for thee.” A moment of 
silent prayer, the Mizpah benediction, and the banquet 
was over. 

And were the dishes washed? Indeed they were 
and in record time. Seventeen girls had volunteered 
for this service, and they began just as soon as they 
could get to the kitchens. They sang as they worked 
and by 9.30 the work was all done. 

But you never saw a happier group of girls than 
the three who sat with me when all had gone. They 
had had a great adventure. They had done a very, 
very successful thing. They had put over sixty peo- 
ple at work and had given pleasure to nearly three hun- 
dred; they had given service to Christ and his Church, 
They had learned.the joy of service, 

But why had it been a success? Well, partly, bé- 
cause it had been very carefully planned; but also 
because a group of women had come with their ex- 
perience and enthusiasm and had helped the girls, 
while letting them feel that the banquet was all their 
own; because each had had her own part very defi- 
nitely assigned and then had been free to enjoy all 
the rest of the banquet, and because so many people had 
worked together in the spirit of the Christ. Usually 
a few do all the work and many, who would be glad 
to help, thus lose the thrill of being a partner to a big 
adventure and a big success, 

Hype Park, Mass, 
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What two prominent Gentiles thought of the 
marvelous accomplishments of Zionism 








Palestine, Land of Economic and Political Promise 


By Thomas M. Chalmers, rersse en iestorsot the 














munions are becoming more and more convinced 

of the reality and permanency of the Zionist work 
in the Holy Land. Now it is the Roman Catholic 
Bishop of New York, Monsigneur John J. Dunn, who 
has returned from a recent visit to Palestine and has 
given his views and impressions to a reporter for 
The New Palestine. Sir Alfred T. Davies, K.B.E., 
head until recently, for twenty years, of the Admin- 
istration of Education in Wales, has also made some 
keen observations concerning the progress that has 
been made, 


Prenions are men of many lands and many com- 


wg 
A Marvelous Agricultural Development 


ISHOP DUNN said in part: “What the Jews 

have achieved in that land, especially in the sphere 
of agricultural development, is nothing short of mar- 
velous. I have seen the farm settlements in the Valley 
of Esdraelon and other places. They stand out strik- 
ingly from tH rest of the country. I have witnessed 
the toil and enthusiasm of the men and women, old 
and young, who, moved by the passion to restore its 
ancient splendor, return to till the soil of their land. 
I don’t know if anywhere else in the world could be 
witnessed a work of physical reclamation actuated by 
such deep and lofty sentiments. .. . 

“The difficulties are, of course, numerous. They are 
difficulties having to do not only with the neglected 
condition of the soil, with the accumulation of marshes, 
the bareness and treelessness of the hillsides, but also 
with the presence of a native population that has natu- 
rally harbored suspicions with regard to the purposes 
of the newcomers. These suspicions, however, have. 
been demonstrated to be groundless by what has actu- 
ally taken place. I have been informed from many 
sources that a remarkable change has taken place in 
the attitude of the Arab population toward the work 
of the Jews. Where formerly there existed mistrust 
and even hatred, there is now good will and a desire 
to co-operate. I consider that change, in view of the 
circumstances, nothing short of miraculous. It can 
only be explained by the fact that the Arab natives 
have realized that their own welfare is bound up with 
the success of that in which the Jews are engaged.” 


we 
Zionism, a Promoter of Peace 


ae OM a larger aspect,” Bishop Dunn continued, 

“the work of the Jews in Palestine is a work that 
ought to make for the preservation and furtherance 
of peace. I believe that the Jews have been so well 
schooled in the sufferings of religious persecution that, 
wherever they go, they will bring with them the creed 
and the practice of religious tolerance and liberty. 
In this work they will have the hearty support of the 
Catholics. In Palestine they will also bring in the arts 
of civilization. They will raise the standards of life 
of their neighbors and, as all students of social prob- 
lems are aware, there is nothing like prosperity for 
bringing about social content and stability. 

“T have a feeling of confidence that the understand- 
ing of human nature that characterizes the Jewish peo- 
ple will prevent them from doing anything that will 
act as an irritant to other peoples. They have lived 
among all sorts and conditions of men and they have 
learned how to get along with all of them. If the 
Near Fast is to be brought into the circle of civiliza- 
tion and progress, I know of .no people that is bet- 
ter qualified to act as the vanguard and teachers. in 
this movement. 

“That is why TI believe, finally, that it can be fairly 
stated that the Jewish enterprise in Palestine is one 
that makes for the progress of mankind.” 


an 
Has a Great Obstacle Been Removed ? 


LL this by Bishop Dunn is well said and we trust 

sincere. It stirs The Jewish Tribune to remark 
that a “great obstacle,” “one of the greatest political 
obstacles in the path of Palestine’s rehabilitation under 
Jewish auspices —the opposition of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church — has been removed. There never was a 
real basis for the fear that the Jews would not re- 
spect other religions and their holy places and tradi- 
tions in Palestine. The Jews know too well that per- 
secution destroys not its victims but its perpetrators.” 
This statement is preceded by a quotation from Car- 
dinal Willem Van Rossum. In a press interview last 
summer, the Cardinal said: 


“The efforts of the Jewish people. to revive its land 
which has been neglected for generations are being 


watched by the Church with benevolences [sic] as 
the fulfillment of God’s promises of his Chosen Peo- 
ple. Naturally, other religions, and especially the 
Catholic religion, which has in Palestine its holy places 
and traditions, must be properly respected. Many of 
the apprehensions that were felt of late years in this 
respect have now disappeared, and the Catholic Church 
looks with full sureness upon the development of com- 
mon relations for the future.” 


This all sounds very strange when one’recalls the 
long history of persecution of Jews by the Church of 
Rome. And it may be viewed with mingled feelings 
when one considers Rome’s own maxim, “Rome never 
changes.” Wait till the Antichrist needs the help of 
Rome papal in the near future. The Roman Church 
hates the idea of a nation of what it calls infidels hold- 
ing the Holy Land. 

bd 


A Welsh Educator’s Impressions 


be ALFRED T. DAVIES has been prominent in 
educational lines in Wales. He is now visiting 
America, and stated lately to a representative of The 
New Palestine the reasons that led him, a Gentile, to 
take an interest in Zionism. He said: 


“As a member of a little nation, also a separate 
Log which inhabits a country exactly the same size 
as Palestine and speaks a language that is at once the 
sign of its separateness and the key to its soul, I feel 
an interest in a movement that I regard as one of the 
most important of modern times, and as pregnant with 
possibilities for the Hebrew race as it is momentous 
for all the other members of the hunian family.” 


The results of his observations were expressed as 
follows: 


“My first feeling was one of surprise, amounting to 
amazement, that there should be any Jews who are 
not Zionists. As a fairly close student of history and 
politics, I regard the Balfour Declaration of November, 
1917, as one of the most extraordinary incidents, not 
merely in the life history of a nation, but even in world 
politics. As a mere fact, it would really seem almost 
too good to be true. But when subsequently endorsed, 
as it has been, by the fifty-odd nations represented, 
later, at Geneva, including even the United States of 
America, it surcly constitutes the greatest piece of good 
fortune that has ever fallen to the lot of a people, and 
especially one that has been harassed and even home- 
less for two thousand years. Has history any parallel 
to show to it? I think not. For Jewry not to seize 
with avidity, to support with liberality, and to develop 
with foresight and energy the great opportunity now 
offered to it of re-establishing itself in its old home 
whence it sprang, with which its religion and tradition 
and culture are all intertwined, and in which its language 
had its birth, would seem to me an act of such stupen- 
dous folly that I simply cannot imagine Zionism being 








The next Zionist Congress will be held in Basle, Switzer- 
land, beginning August 24, 1927. 

A committee to foster the tourist industry in Palestine 
was formed at a meeting of professional men and women 
in Tel Aviv. 


A reguiar automobile service has been established be- 
tween Jerusalem and Bagdad. The journéy will take three 
and one-half days. 


Sir Robert Waley Cohen of London has purchased an 
area of twenty thousand dunams (4,545 acres) of land near 
the Jewish colony Hedera, on the coast of Sharon, 


A twenty-five year concession will shortly be granted by 
the British Colonial Office for the extraction of Dead Sea 
saits. It is believed possible to obtain by solar radiation 
one hundred thousand tons of potash, much bromine, and 
great quantities ef common salt and magnesium, annually. 


Nathan Lamport, noted American Jewish merchant, has 
given $100,000 to establish a Palestine Free Loan Society. 
His son, Samuel C. Lamport, has announced that this sum 
will be increased to $250,000. Such a fund will be of im- 
mense value to Zionist settlers in Palestine. 


Oranges constitute the chief item of export from Palestine 
in continually growing quantities. A year ago thirty thou- 
sand dunams (6,810 acres) were devoted te orange planta- 
tions. During the last year it is estimated that fifteen 
thousand additional dunams were planted. The present 
season’s crop amounts to about two million cases, England 
being the chief importer. 


The survivors of the Samaritan sect in Palestine gathered 
on- Mount Gerizim to burn the sacrificial lamb, as pre- 
scribed in Exodus, in connection with the observance of 
Passover. The ceremonies took place at noon and the 
Samaritan families gathered at sunset to consume the 
Passover sacrifice. When the eve of Passover falls on a 
day other than Saturday, the sacrificial lamb is offered 
at sunset and consumed at midnight. 


left _to perish, or even to hunger, for lack of support 
y Jews.” 


Dr. Wise, — Pioneer, Liberal, Zionist 


Y REASON of his energy and enthusiasm in 
Zionist affairs and in all Jewish problems, be- 
— also of his ability as orator and organizer, Dr. 
tephen S. Wise, Rabbi of the Free Synagogue, New 
York City, has become a national figure, well known 
to many Christians, and beloved and hated by a mul- 
titude of Jews. His Zionist leadership is unquestioned 
and his influence is international. He is fifty-three 
years of age, and has just celebrated the twentieth anni- 
versary of his rabbinate in the Free Synagogue pulpit. 
The night of the day on which the battle of Santiago 
was fought, in 1897, a group of young men organ- 
ized the Federation of American Zionists, says The 
New Palestine. One of these men was Stephen S. 
Wise, then only twenty-three. He was made honorary 
secretary. He was among the delegates to the second 
Zionist Congress at Basle, Switzerland, in 1808. It 
was then that he got to know Herzl and Nordau. 
Nahum Sokolow was made the Hebrew Secretary. 
Jacob deHaas was secretary for the English language, 
and Wise was appointed secretary for the American 
language, for it was generally believed that American 
was, some different tongue, which it is. 
Dr. Wise is a liberal! Jew, but his reform ideas are 
not exactly those of his colleagues. Liberal Jews 
have hated Zionism. The New Palestine says further: 


“Had Dr. Stephen S. Wise done nothing else in his 
eventful career, he would have achieved fame as the 
first liberal American Jew to give the lie to the dogma 
that liberal Judaism and Zionism are incompatible. 
Dr. Wise was the first outstanding American rabbi 
to champion Zionism, not timidly and self-reproach- 
fully, but militantly, aggressively, insisting that an ad- 
herence to Zionism did not eliminate any other loyal- 
ties. 


The Free Synagogue has had no home of its own in 
these twenty years. For seventeen years it has held 
its meetings in Carnegie Hall. The Executive Council 
of the Free Synagogue has announced its purpose to 
erect a building for the congregation, to cost $1,500,000. 
Dr. Wise announced at the celebration that more than 
$800,000 had already been collected for the building. 


An Ancient Jewish Colony in China 


EWS were found in China during many centuries. 
The colony at Kaifengfu is very old, having set- 
tied there on the banks of the Yellow River most 

likely in the Han dynasty, which ruled from 200 B. C 
to A. D. 220. The time is put by some more definitely 
in the reign of Ming-ti, from A. D. 58 to A. D. 74 
The Chinese city contained, according to Gibbon, over 
one million families. The Jewish colony was un- 
known to Europe during the Middle Ages, but was 
made known early in the seventeenth century by 
Father Ricci, a Jesuit missionary in Peking. 

The colony has about disappeared. Its records and 
manuscripts were secured from the London Jews’ So- 
ciety, but have recently been purchased for the library 
of Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati. The Jews of 
today have interested themselves in trying to rescue 
the colony, with little result. From The American 
Hebrew is taken the item below: 


“The Jews who migrated to China more than four 
hundred and fifty years ago have now been so completely 
absorbed into the Chinese race-that even trained inves- 
tigators can identify their descendants only by investi- 
gating family legends. This is the report of M. Mith- 
ropanow, now in. Peking, who went to China from 
Vienna to investigate the ‘lost Jews’ of the city of 
Kaifengfu. It was easy to find the site of the old- 
time synagogue, which is now owned by a Christian 
mission. Ancient tablets tell of how the Jews pros- 
pered under the Sung and under the Ming dynasties, 
and a few parchments exist showing how their religion 
gradually assumed a Chinese aspect. 

“Finally Chinese terms began to be accepted for 
‘God’ and for ‘Heaven,’ and then within a few gener- 
ations the Hebraic characteristics were lost. There 
was never any persecution of the Kaifeng Jews, but 
after two hundred years of exclusiveness they begam 
to intermarry with the Chinese. ‘ 

“The grandson of the last Kaifengfu rabbi was lo- 
cated by the Vienna investigator. He, the grandson, 
says that his grandfather did not know much of the 
Judaic religion, and could not read the old Hebrew 
scrolls, which have now been lost.” 


New York Crrvy. 
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LESSON Il. 








JUNE 12. PETER 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 12 : 1-17 
Golden Text.—Many are the afflictions of the righteous; but Jehovah delivereth him out of them all.—Psa. 34: 19 


DELIVERED FROM PRISON 











The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 
Foreword 


r l HE present lesson gives opportunity to point 
out some of the laws of prayer. All true prayer 
must be in the name of the Lord Jesus. This 

means more than simply saying, “For Jesus Christ’s 

sake, Amen” at the end of a prayer. It means that 
the prayer is one which he himself would endorse, 

The Christians prayed, no doubt, for the life of 

James as well as that of Peter. The former request 

was refused; the latter was granted. Both the refusal 

and the granting were dictated by divine love. 

The supreme example of unanswered prayer is that 
of the Lord Jesus in Gethsemane. Sooner or later 
every child will be facing this mystery in his own 
life. It is important that we should prepare him well 
beforehand, that faith may not fail under the test 
when it comes. 


The Historical Setting 

The famine in Judea broke out while Cuspius Fadus 
and his successor, Tiberius Alexander, were procura- 
tors. The former was sent to Judea by Claudius on 
the death of Agrippa in August, A. D. 44. The 
prophecy of Agabus (Acts 11:28) might be dated 
early in A. D. 44; Peter’s imprisonment and deliv- 
erance at Passover of the same year. Barnabas and 
Saul did not come to Jerusalem until’ perhaps soon 
after the death of Herod Agrippa. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts. 12:1.—Herod the king. Herod Agrippa, son 
of Aristobulus and Bernice and the grandson of Herod 
the Great. He was educated at Rome. On the ac- 
cession of Caligula, A.D. 37, that emperor gave him 
the tetrachy of Trachonitis with the title of “king.” 
Later on Galilee and Pera were added to Herod’s 
domination. At Caligula’s death Herod ‘helped Clau- 
dius to acquire the imperial power. In reward for 
these services he obtained Samaria and Judea. Jo- 
sephus describes Herod as a pleasant, vain man, very 
anxious to court popularity with the Jews. 

Verse 3.—Unleavened bread. The week beginning 
with the Passover (Exod. 12: 15-20). 


Verse 4.—Quaternions. A squad of four men. 
Each squad would be on duty for six hours. Two 
would be chained to the prisoner while probably the 
other two were on sentry outside the cell. Peter was 
evidently regarded as a prisoner of some importance. 

Verse 5.—But prayer was made earnestly. Note the 
contrast between the power of Herod and the weak- 
ness of the Church. On the one side the authority and 
resources Of earth; on the other the prayer-meeting. 
And the deliverance came, {t is clearly implied, as the 
result of the prayer. Note, further, that the Chris- 
tian weapon was prayer alone. There was no attempt 
to answer violence by violence. James had been be- 
headed. Peter seemed as good as dead. But the 
Christians, Spirit-taught, betook themselves to prayer 
as their only means of action. And their course was 
justified. When will we learn-the same lesson? 

The word translated earnestly is derived from a verb 
meaning “to stretch out.” It was not easy going, lan- 
guid, slothful prayer, but_prayer painful in its in- 
tensity (cf. Heb. 5:7). This quality of prayer can- 
not be worked up by us. It is God’s doing. It is 
prayer in the Holy Ghost (Jude 20). He can create 
the intensity. We can obey. — ‘ 

All prayer must be in submission to the will of 
God. They had prayed for James, yet James was 
slain. The Lord loved James as much as he did Peter. 
But he has his own will for each of his servants. 
“What is that to thee? follow thou me” (John 21: 22). 


Verse 6.—The same night. Note the Lord’s delays. 
Delays are not necessarily denials, God’s delays are 
always the expression of his love. His delays are 
always part of his training of his children. This de- 
lay tested and developed the Church’s power to hold 
on in prayer. It gave Peter opportunity to iearn 
what trustful.committal of himself and his life meant. 
It afforded opportunity to the soldiers to hear about 
the Lord Jesus. It provided a powerful plea to the 
people and to Herod by. the dramatic suddenness of 
the intervention, which ought to have led them to re- 
pentance, 


Verse 7.—He smote Peter. Note the contrast be 
tween the two angelic smitings in this chapter. He 
smote Peter in deliverance; he smote Herod in de- 
struction (v. 23). His chains fell. Whatever could 
not be done by any. other means was done by a mir- 
acle. But nothing was done by miracle that could 
be done otherwise. There isin this narrative, as all 
through Scripture, an economy in the use of miracu- 


Devotional Reading : Psa. 34 : 1-8. 
Primary Topic: God Takes Care of Peter. 
Lesson Material: Acts 12: 1-17. 
Memory Verse: He careth for you.—1 Pet. 5: 7. 
Junior Topic: God Answers Prayer for Peter. 
Lesson Material: Acts 12: 1-17. 
Memory Verse: Acts 12: 5. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: How Does God Deliver Us? 
ge for Young People and Adults: The Power of United 
rayer. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
. VS. §-17 

5 Peter therefore was kept in the prison: but prayer was 
made earnestly of the church unto God for him. 6 And 
when Herod was about to bring him forth, the same night 
Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two 
chains: end guards before the door kept the prison. 7 And 
behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a light 
shined in the cell: and he smote Peter on the side, and 
awoke him, saying, Rise up quickly. And his chains fell 
off from his hands. 8 And the angel said unto him, Gird 
thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And he did sc. And he 
saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow 
me. 9 And he went out, and followed; and he knew not that 
it was true which was done 1 by the angel, but thought he 
saw a vision. 10 And when they were past the first and 
the second guard, they came unto the iron gate that lead- 
eth into the city; which opened to them of its own accord: 
and they went out, and passed on through one street; and 
straightway the angel departed from him. 11 And when 
Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know of a truth, 
that the Lord hath sent forth his angel and delivered me 
out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of 
the people of the Jews. 12 And when he had considered the 
thing, he came to the house of Mary the mother of John 
whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered to- 
gether and were praying. 13 And when he knocked at the 
door of the gate, a maid came to answer, named Rhoda. 
14 And when she knew Peter’s voice, she opened not the 
gate for joy, but ran in, and told that Peter stood before 
the gate. 15 And they said unto her, Thou art mad. But 
she confidently affirmed that it was even so. And they said, 
It is his angel. 16 But Peter continued knocking: and when 
they had opened, they saw him, and were amazed. 17 But 
he, beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their peace, 
declared unto them how the Lord had brought him forth 
out of the prison. And he said, Tell these things unto 
James, and to the brethren. And he departed, and went to 
another place. 


1Gr., through. 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








lous forces. This is in marked contrast to the won- 
derful tales of folklore. Peter could have been 
whisked out of prison in an instant and clothed and 
set down where he would be. But the angel was com- 
missioned to do nothing for Peter that he could do 
for himself. i 

Verse 8.—Gird thyself. Note Peter’s quiet restful- 
ness. It was an uncomfortable night for him, we may 
be sure, chained to two other men. He was probably 
lying on the stone floor of the cell. And so he de- 
termined to be as comfortable as he could. I suppose 
he took his outer garment for a pillow. At any rate, 
he had loosened his girdle and taken off his sandals. 
The man who was going to be killed the next day 
was evidently not perturbed by. the prospect. What a 
change from.the old Peter, frightened at the question 
of a servant maid. Two great events had made the 
change. The resurrection, objective and historical; 
and Pentecost, also historical, but subjective, at any 
rate in the personal experience of it. These are the 
two things still necessary to transform us. Certitude 
concerning the historical facts and experience of the 
hig of the Holy Ghost for our own characters and 
ives. 


Note also the leisureliness of Omnipotence. We 
should expect a man snatched from the imminent peril 
of death to make a bolt for it, dressed or undressed. 
The angel quietly waits while Peter raises himself 
from’ his sleep and dresses. Peter had been fast 
asleep. But while he slept his Lord was awake. “Be- 
hold, he that keepeth Israel will neither slumber nor 
sleep” (Psa. 121:4). And Peter’s brethren had been 
awake, too, praying, 

Verse 10.—The iron gate. “Love laughs at lock- 
smiths.” The earthly proverb is true of heavenly love 
also. One ancient manuscript, the Codex Bezae, has 
the interesting addition, “And they went down the 
seven steps.” This may very well be correct. 

Verse 11.—When Peter was come to himself. The 
man who had been thus miraculously delivered was left 
to act for himself as soon as possible. While the angel 
was with him he was dazed and bewildered. But when 
he was left to himself he came to himself. He con- 
sidered. His mind got to work. Hitherto he had been 
almost passive. Passivity is never.good. God means 


active co-operation between himself and his children. 
Peter considered. He was still in the street sur- 
rounded by foes. His escape might be discovered at 
any moment. In the early dawning he might expect 
to hear the hue and cry raised and all the city watch 
would be on the alert for his rearrest. 

Verse 12.—The house ®f Mary. Evidently a well- 
known rendezvous for the disciples. If Mark 14:51, 
52 refers, as is probable, to Mark himself, his mother’s 
house was the scene of the last Supper and, therefore, 
of the gathering on the first Easter Day. And, there- 
fore, also of the scene of the bestowal of the Spirit 
at Pentecost. 

Verse 17.—Beckoning. His motive was haste. This 
is a minute touch which goes to mark the truth of the 
narrative. So are the words to another place. For 
under the circumstances the place of Peter’s retreat 
would naturally be kept secret and talked about as 
little as possible even among the brethren. James, 
the Lord’s brother. He presided over the Church at 
Jerusalem (15:13; 21:18; Gal. 2:12). The Lord 
Jesus specially appeared to him after the resurrection 
(1 Cor. 15:7). He was a real maternal brother of 
the Lord, one of the sons of Joseph and Mary, ‘Mark 
6:3). Before the resurrection he had not believed 
that Jesus was the Christ (John 7:5). He had even 
tried to put his half brother under restraint (Mark 
333k. $3). 

A Lesson Outline 

1. The power of prayer (1 John 5: 14, 15). 

2. Love’s delay in answering (John 11 :6). 

3. The leisureliness of Omnipotence (Isa. 28: 16). 

4. The harnessing of the faculties of the saved man 
(Phil, 2: 12, 13). 


Golden Topics 
1. The rest of faith. [ 
2. The fellowship of the Body. 
3. The Lord’s care for his own. 
The Practical Aim 
‘ To teach the pupils what prayer means and what it 
oes, 
TuNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 


4 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—-Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 
XPLAIN the two Jameses mentioned in the first and 
last of this story. 


2. Who was the Herod of this lesson? 


3. Quote two passages of Scripture comparing the re- 
spective arm reaches of God ard the Devil. 


4. When had Peter been in prison prior to this lesson? 
5. How was Peter delivered from prison before? 


6. What human agency was responsible for Peter’s re- 
lease this time? 


7. Who had faith for Peter’s deliverance? 

8. What encouragement had those who prayed to hope for 
Peter’s deliverance? 

9. How many soldiers guarded Peter in that prison? 

10. How many were on duty at the hour of his release? 

11%. How many angels did it take to effect Peter’s re- 
lease? 

12, How did these Christians take God’s immediate answer 
to their earnest prayers? 


13. What significance may be in the fact that the servant 
girl is only one of the group who were praying whose name 
is recorded? 

14. For God to answer prayer with a refusal does not 
mean that he is indifferent. Give instances to prove this. 

15. Give any other instances of which you can think 
where an answer to prayer was delayed. 

16. Why were the soldiers not executed on the former 
occasion of the escape from prison? - 

17. Who bdeside Peter was smitten by the angel of the 
Lord and with a different purpose and result? 

18. Name in their order the steps on Peter’s own part 
in his release. 

19. What part does God permit us to have in our own 
deliverance from sin? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF CoRRELATION.—Connect with 
the lesson related truth from other sources. 








N THE fifth chapter of Acts is an account of a 

previous imprisonment of Peter along with the other 
apostles, and also a miraculous deliverance by the angel 
of the Lord. It seems to have been wrought without 
any special intercession for them such as is indicated 
this time. May this be an indication that the Lord is 
permitting the Church to learn as it goes along the 
important place that he means for intercession to have? 
But is it not noteworthy that, with this previous de- 
liverance as a stimulus to their faith, the prayer group 
to whom Peter came were so doubtful of the report 
that Rhoda brought them? In the previous case the 
keepers do not seem to have forfeited their lives as in 
this case. Was this due to the fact that this time 
Herod was the one to be reckoned with and not the 
rulers of the Jews; or to the fact that in the previous 
case the prisoners were rearrested, but Peter this time 
seems to have made good his escape? 

In the narration of most stories we are anxious to 
know “how it turns out.” Evidently the inspired writer 
did not feel that we have reached the conclusion of 
the matter with the escape of Peter and the death of 
the soldiers. What became of Herod, the instigator 
of this dastardly plot against the apostles of the Lord? 
The iatter part of the same chapter tells the story of 
how the angel of the Lord, who smote Peter to arouse 
him from slumber, smote Herod in punishment for pre- 
suming to accept the glory that belongs to God only. 
Thus came to an ignominious death the one who, in 
planning to destroy the anointed of the Lord, had 
defied an injunction of old: “Touch not mine anointed, 
and do my prophets no harm” (Psa. 105: 15). 

Other instances of answered prayer may be corre- 
lated with this one, both from the Scriptures and from 
human experience since the days of the apostles, 

HuntTInopon, Pa, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Best Door Opener.—Peter therefore was kept 
in the prison; but prayer was made earnestly of the 
church unto God for him (v. 5). The three P’s: 
Peter, Prison, Prayer. Now abideth these three, but 
the strongest of these is Prayer. “Peter” can never 
be kept locked up for long when the Church prays 
“earnestly.” The trouble with much of the praying 
is that those who pray do not care — not so very much, 
Reckon pretty much every one -will remember the 
old story of the boy and the bunny. The minister 
who was supplying the country church, passing along 
the road to his place of entertainment, came to where 
a boy was vigorously digging at the root of a tree. 
“What are you after, my boy?” asked the minister. 
“A rabbit,” said the boy. After watching him a 
while, the minister said, “You'll never get him.” “Git 
’im, git ’im,” cried the boy, “why, gosh, mister, I got 
to git ’im—the preacher’s comin’ to our house for 
dinner, an’ we hain’t got no meat!” When God’s chil- 
dren go after things from God in the same spirit, de- 
termination, and desperation of the “company for din- 
ner and no meat,” prison doors will swing open. The 
fellow who really and truly wants an education usually 
gets it, but, like the boy after the rabbit, he never 
lets up on his dig for it though all the world may 
cry, “You'll never get him!” Ditto automobile and 
the girl! And lots of other things. Christ never 
ceased to teach the importance of sincere, honest 
prayer, and to make sure we all should get it he told 
a story to illustrate it. He took a judge and a widow 
woman (Luke 18: 1-8; 11:5-10). A prayer-meeting 
is a good cure for church troubles—or any other 
sort of trouble. There is not likely to be enough fam- 
ily friction to develop a destructive heat when father 
and mother have a daily prayer-meeting morning or 
evening. “Prison doors,” like poverty, lack of op- 
portunity, the small place, and so on, do not open to 
some folks because they do not want them to open 
badly enough to do a lot of earnest praying along 
that line. 


Out to the Danger Line.—They passed on through 
one street; and straightway the angel departed (v. 10). 
Why didn’t the angel escort him all the way home? 
When you visit me and ‘I go with you to the station, 
I will not take you only as far as Third and Main 
Streets and then say, “Well, good-by, old fellow, 
you'll find the station up there two blocks at the end 
of the street —can’t miss it.” No, indeed. I will go 
with you all the way and see that you get safely on 
your train. But God does not do just that. He never 
does anything for a man that a man can do for him- 
self. ‘“Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity.” And 
this is for man’s sake entirely. God dves not encour- 
age softness or timidity (2 Tim. 2:3; Deut. 31:6). 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


God believes in getting us oyt atid making us hustle, 
So his angel takes us from our prisons only as far as 
the corner and then says to us in effect, “The rest “is 
up to you.” You can pray out or be prayed out of a 
prison of ignorance into and through a college. When 
you have become a professiona) or commercial man, 
it is up to you to find your clients and patients — or 
your trade and business. If a professional, you must 
develop knowledge and skill — know law and medicine, 
and the like, to get practice. If you are a merchant 
or manufacturer, you must advertise for business ‘and 
go after it. A good religious fellow here in Coates- 
ville some years ago mo,tgaged his home and opened 
a gentleman’s furnishing store. He had been a tinker. 
He began each day by bringing his help together for 
a season of prayer before unlocking the front door. 
He let his advertising go at that, depending upon 
prayer for customers. In less than a year he closed 
out his’ business at a loss. Everybody said sorrow- 
fully, for he was a good fellow, “I told you so.” God 
gives us good common sense of one degree or an- 
other and expects us to use it. 


The Homely Touch.— She opened not the gate for 
joy. And they said unto her, Thou art mad (vs. 14, 
15). Here is a little touch that reveals Rhoda to us. 
One of these vivacious, spontaneous little things that 
jump and grab you when you come in and snuggle right 
up to you when you sit around the fire. How do we 
know? Because Rhoda, running true to form, did not 
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do any thinking or any considering. She just jumped 
and ran in her surprise and delight. Opening the gate 
was the last thing that occurred to her. And that is 
the last thing that occurs to most of our wide-awake, 
lively, little girls. One stormy winter day a little 
girl | know was watching for her father. After a 
while he came plunging through the snow up to the 
front door. “Oh, daddy’s come! Daddy’s come!” 
she cried as she danced around the room clapping her 
hands in great glee. “Well, daughter, suppose you 
open the door and let daddy in,” suggested the mother. 
All this is the internal evidence of the truth of the 
narrative. No inventor would have faked this homely 
touch because we don’t expect it. How many take an 
umbrella when the meeting is to be one of prayer for 
rain? Only a little girl did it once. The story does 
not say whether it rained or not, but. only states that 
the little girl, hearing they were going to pray for 
rain, took her umbrella. Were the prayers of this 
company prayers of faith since they seem to have 
doubted the answer? God honors even a little faith. 
“A grain of mustard seed” quantity. “I believe; help 
thou mine unbelief,” as the nobleman prayed — and 
his son was raised up (Matt. 17:20; Mark 9:24). 
Herod could take James and kill him, but he could 
not harm Peter because Peter’s work was not finished. 
This is the way with all of us. We do not go Home 
until our work is done. 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 












Testing, Prayer, 


and Deliverance 


The Illustration Round-Table for the current lesson, ‘* Peter Delivered from Prison’’ 
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When “Something Must Be Done.”—Prayer was 
made earnestly (Acts 12:5). Dr. Torrey in illus- 
trating the definiteness of prayer tells the following: 
Up in a little town in Maine, things were pretty dead 
some years ago. The churches were not accom- 
plishing anything. There were a few godly men in 
the churches, and they said, “Here we are, only un- 
educated laymen, but something must be done in this 
town. Let us form a praying band. We will all cen- 
ter our prayers on one man; who shall it be?” They 
picked out one of the hardest men in town, a hope- 
less drunkard, and all centered their prayers on him. 
In a week he was converted. They centered ‘their 
prayers on the next hardest man in town, and soon 
he was converted. Then they took up another and 
another, until, within a year, two or three hundred 
were brought to Christ, and the fire spread out into 
the surrounding country. Definite prayer for those 
in the prison house of sin is the need of the day.— 
Sent by Mary E, Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


Hold the Line!—Prayer was made earnestly (v. 
5). A woman telephoned the business manager of a 
arge concert hall that she had lost a valuable diamond 
pendant there the night before, and asked if it had 
been found. The man said to hold the line. Search 
was made and the pin was found, but when tke man- 
ager went back to the telephone, the call had been 
cut off. He waited for the woman to call again, but 
never heard anything from her, even though he ad- 
vertised. How often we act that way concerning our 
requests to our Father in Heaven. We turn to him 
in our troubles and difficulties, and then, sometimes, 
weary of waiting, our faith gives way, and we fail 
to “hold the line,” so that when the time comes for 
the request to be granted, we are not there to receive 
it. We are bidden to “wait patiently for him.”— 
From The Christian. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey,.Eng. Prize illustration. 


Raphael’s Clouds.—And when Herod was about to 
bring him forth, the same night Peter-was sleeping 
between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and 
guards before the door kept the prison (v. 6). A 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. April 3.—Peter Becomes a Disciple of Jesus 
Mark 1 : 14-18, 29-32 
2. April 10.—Peter’s Lesson in Trust ...Matthew 14 : 22-33 
3. April 17.—Peter’s Great Confession ...Matthew 16 : 13-24 
4. April 24.—Peter at the Transfiguration 
Mark 9: 2-10; 2 Peter 1 : 16-18 
5. May 1.—Peter’s Denial and Repentance 
Mark 14: 53, 54, 66-71; Luke 22: 6:, 62 
6. May 8.—Peter and the Risen Lord. John 20 : 1-10; 21 : 1-23 
7. May is5.—Peter at Pentecost ....... Cotoscocccceces Acts 2 
8. May 22.—Peter Heals the Lame Man ..Acts 3:1 to 4:31 
9. May 29.—Peter Undaunted by Persecution ..Acts 5 : 17-42 
io. June 5.—Peter Preaching to Gentiles...... Acts 10 and 1 
11. June 12.—Peter Delivered from Prison ...Acts 12 : 1-17 
12, June 19.—Peter Teaches Good Citizenship. (Tem- 
perance LESSON.) cccccccsccccgvese 1 Peter 2: 11-173 421-9 
13. June 26.—Review: Life and Letters of Peter 











curious story is told of Raphael’s famous picture, the 
Sistine Madonna. The -background of the picture is 
formed of clouds. For many years the masterpiece 
hung in its gallery uncleaned, until it was begrimed 
with dirt. The background of clouds had all the ap- 
pearance of storm clouds, dark and full of threaten- 
ing. Then one day the picture was cleaned, and it 
was discovered that the background was composed not 
of atmospheric elements at all, but of multitudes of 
angel faces, luminously massed together. There is 
much .in life subject to similar misconceptions. We 
imagine there are clouds full of threatening where 
with clearer vision we should recognize angel faces. 
We see a “frowning Providence,” whereas, just be- 
hind, there is a “smiling face.” We turn what ought 
to be a place of quiet confidence into a place of mani- 
fold fear—From Our Young People. Sent by Mrs. 
Paul Studebaker, Milledgeville, Lit. 


God’s Answer.—And behold, an angel of the Lord 
stood by him (v. 7). Two years ago in the early 
part of this month a heavy thunderstorm was pass- 
ing over us. I had no insurance on my home, and be- 
ing within twenty yards of a pine grove, I prayed 
that our heavenly Father would protect us. As I 
prayed and continued with my household duties, my 
sister called to me to come to the back window where 
she stood looking at the pines. As I looked I was 
filled with awe and loving thankfulness to our won- 
derful God. A rainbow was between us and the pine 
grove; the center higher than the house, either end 
near the ground reaching beyond each end of the 
house, I felt truly that God had sent his angel to 
assure us of protection—Sent by Mrs. A. Rollins, 
Londonderry, N. H. 


Not in God’s Vocabulary.—Which opened to them 
of its own accord (v. 10). Some situations are desper- 
ately hard and complicated. We feel that if only this 
or that factor were removed we could solve the prob- 
lem; but not as it is now. A group of Christians 
were talking together about such a problem that con- 
fronted them in their work. Some one remarked that 
if only a certain man were not involved it would be 
much easier to deal with the situation, “Easier for 
us, perhaps,” said another with a quiet smile, “but not 
easier for There 3s a blessed truth for us all 
to remember. When God’s omnipotence and omnis- 
cience and perfect love and all-sufficient grace are con- 
fronted with what we call a “problem,” there is no 
such thing for him as “hard.” Every “difficulty” be- 
comes less than nothing when he is allowed to deal 
with it unhindered. Our unbelief is the only thing 
that can hinder him.—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


What Saved Him?—The Lord hath sent forth his 
angel and delivered me (vy. 11). “Some years ago, one 
of our great expresses was rushing through the night, 
and the engine driver had to get off his secure place te 
do something to his engine. He missed his footing 
and fell, and how he saved himself he never knew, 
but he caught hold of something on the engine and 
swung himself back again to a place of safety. When 
he reached home it was in the early hours of the morn- 
ing. He took off his boots and went quietly upstairs, 
so as not to awaken his sleeping children. As he passed 
the room where his little daughter was sleeping, 
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Lesson fer June 12 
Aets 12: 1-17 


the door was burst open, and out she 
rushed in her nightdress, flung herself 
into his arms, put her arms round his 
neck and her cheek against his, and, said, 
‘Oh! Daddy, daddy, I am so glad to 
see you. I had such an ugly dream last 
night. I dreamed you were killed on 
the railway, and I got out of bed, and 
I knelt down, and asked God to take 
care of you. That strong man believes 
to this day that God heard the prayer of 
his little child, and so do I.”—Testimony 
of Bishop G. H. S. Walpole. Sent by 
. Rev. C. W. Anderson, Charleston. 
rk, 


The “Hindrance.’’—Peter stood before 
the gate (v. 14). “Yes’m, he stopped 
right thar at the gate, speakin’ to some 
one, and I just give a glance at him, and 
never thought who it was,” said an old 
woman telling of her absent son’s return, 
“All them long weeks and months I’d 
been waitin’ and prayin’ for him to come, 
and then didn’t know him when he stood 
right outside the gate! Sorter wondered 
to myself, fretty-like, who was comin’ in 
to hinder my work!” Do we always rec- 
ognize the answers to our prayers?— 
From Record of Christian Work. Sent 
by Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


Wesley’s Cow Sermon.—Mamny are the 
afflictions of the righteous; but Jehovah 
delivereth him out of them all (Golden 
Text). One day John Wesley was walk- 
ing with-a troubled man who expressed 
his doubt as to the goodness of God. He 
said, “I do not know what I shall do with 
all this worry and trouble.”’ At that mo- 
ment Wesley saw a cow looking over a 
stone wall. “Do you know,” asked Wes- 
ley, “why that cow is looking over the 
wall?” “No,” said the man who was 
worried. Wesley said, “The cow is look- 
ing over the wall because she cannot see 
through it. That is what you must do 
with your wall of trouble — look over it 
and above it.” Faith enables us to get 
above circumstances and look to Christ 
who is over all, blessed forever.—From 
Wonderful Word. Sent by F. J. Saxton, 
Galway. N.Y. 


The Steel Tests.—Many are the afflic- 
tions of the righteous; but Jehovah de- 
livereth him out of them all (Golden 
Text). I once stood in the test room of 
a great steel mill. All around me were 
little partitions and compartments. In 
each one was a piece of steel. It had 
been tested to the limit and marked with 
figures that showed its breaking point. 
Some pieces had been twisted until they 
broke and the strength of torsion was 
marked on them. Some had been stretched 
to the breaking point and their tensile 
strength indicated. Some had been com- 
pressed to the crushing *point and also 
marked. The master of the stcel mill 
knew just what pieces of steel would 
stand under strain. He knew just what 
they would bear if placed in the great 
ship, building, or bridge. He knew this 
because his testing room revealed it. It 
is often so with God’s children. God 
does not want us to be like vases of 
glass or procelain, which shatter at the 
mere touch of temptation. .He would 
have us like these toughened pieces of 
steel, able to bear twisting and crushing 
to the uttermost limit without collapse. 
He wants us to be, not hot-house plants, 
but storm-beaten oaks; not sand dunes 
driven with every gust of the wind, but 
granite rocks withstanding the fiercest 
storms. To make us such, he must bring 
us into his testing room of suffering. It 
is there he tries out the stuff of which 
he would have us be.—From “The Min- 
istry of Suffering,” by James H. McCon- 
key. Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, 
Conn. 


What Is Your Color?—Many are the 
afflictions of the righteous; but Jehovah 
delivereth him out of them all (Golden 
Text). A young girl of twenty years 
was afflicted with spinal meningitis. She 
knew that her case was incurable and that 
her life would be one of chronic invalid- 
ism, A friend calling on her seemed 
to see the dark side only, and remarked 
in a commiserating tone, “Yes, affliction 
colors everything in one’s life.” “Yes,” 
she replied, and added brightly, “but I 
choose the color..—From Kind Words. 
Sent by Leslie E. Dunkin, Huntington, 
Ind. 
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Our Shepherd’s Tenderness.—Many 
are the afftictions of the righteous 
(Golden Text). The tenderness of Jesus 
Christ is never sentimental. It is always 
the tenderness of perfect strength and 
righteousness. The Shepherd has a “rod” 
as well as .a “staff.” A story is told 
of one who talked with a shepherd in 
the higher Alps. While talking the 
shepherd gathered a handful of the best 
grass and went to a low shelter near by. 
“T have a sheep there with a broken 
leg,” he said. “How did it happen?” 
asked the traveler. “It did not happen. 
I broke it intentionally,” an§wered the 
shepherd. “That sheep was headstrong 
and unruly. It did not love me and was 
always leading others astray. Now it 
knows its dependence on me, and loves 
to eat out of my hand. When it is well 
again it will keep nearer to me than 
any of the sheep.”—From C. I. Scofield. 
Sent by E. M. James, Toronto, Can. 


“Where Would I Fall To?”’—Many 
are the afflictions of the righteous; but 
Jehovah delivereth him out of them all 
(Golden Text). An old lady came to a 
pastor at the close of his sermon and 
said she was very much afraid she might 
fall. He asked, “Well, why do you not 
do it?” “Well,” said she, “but, Preacher, 
where would I fall to?” “You would 
fall down onthe everlasting arms of God. 
For I have read im the Bible that his 
everlasting arms are beneath his children. 
I cannot but believe that if you fall. down 
upon those everlasting arms, it is sure 
and certain that you will never fall 
through them.”—From The King’s Busi- 
ness. Sent by Emily McFarland, New- 
ark, Ohio. 


Camel Training.—Many. are the afflic- 
tions of the righteous; but Jehovah 
delivereth him out of them all (Golden 
Text). In the Orient when they wish 
to teach camels to kneel, they do it 
by giving the command and at the 
same time loading them so _ heavily 
that they must bow. When the lesson 
is learned and they will kneel without 
being overloaded, the tests for the camels 
are past. Will you be wise and take 
this hint?-—From The Pentecostal Evan- 
_ Sent by Mrs. W. H. Sim, Holstein, 

nt. 


The People Who Know.—Many are 
the afflictions of the righteous; but Je- 
hovah delivereth him out of them all 
(Golden Text). One would not ask a 
flippant person about his belief in divine 
providence. When we want to ask that 
question, we go to some bed-ridden per- 





son, to some one with an incurable dis- 
ease, — we go to -such to see their faces 
shine and hear their-song. In my. pas- 
torate in Indianapolis many years ago, 
I called one day on a girl of seventeen, 
who was a paralytic. I was advised to 
go there for my own edification. I found 
that girl with an open Bible on her lap. 
She was unable to turn in bed or feed 
herself, or even turn the leaves of her 
Bible, but her heart was- peaceful and her 
face happy. She so impressed me that 
I had her brought one night in a wheel 
chair more than’ a mile to my prayer- 
meeting, that my people might hear her 
testimony and look upon the halo on her 
face. 1 soon after stopped preaching 
mere sermons and began to bring mes- 
sages, first-hand, from the Bible, and 
from the experience of suffering saints; 
and people stopped saying, “You have 
preached a fine sermon,” and began to 
say, “Your message did me good.”—/‘rom 
the Rev. Henry C. Mabie, in Record of 
Christian Work. Sent by Mary E. Wat- 
son, Hartford, Conn. 


In the Cave.—Mamny are the afflictions 
of the righteous; but Jehovah delivereth 
him out of them all (Golden Text). At 
one time, after a missionary journey, 
Bishop Gobat of Jerusalem was greatly 
discouraged. He felt that God had for- 
saken him. He found a cave and went 
into it, spending a_long time in prayer, 
telling the Lord how forsaken he was. 
It was very dark in the cave, but after 
he had remained in the dark for a little 
while, his eyes became accustomed to it, 
and there he saw a wild animal, a hyena 
and her cubs, near him. God had pro- 
tected him; the animals had never offered 
to touch him. God’s hand was keeping 
him at that very hour in which he thought 
that he was forsaken. He passed out un- 
harmed; yet there is no animal more fero- 
cious than a hyena with cubs. If God 
would only open our eyes in darkness 
when we seem forsaken of him, we would 
see how he has kept us from unseen dan- 
gers and calamities—From D. M. Panton. 
Sent by H. J. McCay, Ballston Spa, N.Y. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
how may we thank thee for thy merciful de- 
liverances! Thou hast been our deliverer 
from the captivity of sin. Thou hast saved 
us from many a calamity prepared for us 
by the great enemy of our souls, and, indeed, 
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from the power of death. We would praise 
thee and thank thee tar more than we yet 
haye done, by word and by deed. May we 
walk with quiet trust through the ways that 
thou hast planned for us, and have the joy 
of seeing many an iron gate swing wide un- 
der thy loving hand. In thy dear name. 
«Amen, 


After the Lesson.—That was a tight 
place for Peter! Think of it! Four 
sets of soldiers to guard him; sleeping 
between two soldiers; bound with two 
chains; and keepers at the door, —and 
an iron gate leading into the city. Now 
notice. “But prayer.” Yes, the church 
was praying, and kept on praying, for 
Peter. How wonderfully that prayer was 
answered! The angel of the Lord, the 
light, the falling chains, the first barrier, 
the second barrier, were passed, and then 
the iron gate opened of its own accord, 
—that is, with no help of man! Tight 
place? “But prayer”! Have you ever 
been amazed.at something wonderful God 
has done for you? Yes,—and he is 
still the same Lord. Are you trusting 
him today to open that iron gate that 
stands before you? Pray! Pray! Let 
us pray now. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Pray, Pray.” 

“I Am Coming, Lord.” 

“Lead Me, Saviour.” 

“Only Believe.” P 

“Open Mine Eyes, That I May See.” 
“Just for Today.” 

“I Must Tell Jesus.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No, 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“The Angel of the Lord” (76 : 1-4). 

Psalm 34 : 1-8. 
“Redemption Is With Thee” (67 : 1-4). 

Psalm 31 : 1-8, 
“The Shadow of Thy Wings’ (132 : 1-3). 

Psalm 63: 1-7. 
“Angelic Guards” (183 : 1-3). 

Psalm 91: 1-4, 11-14. 

“Thy Guardian” (254:1, 3, 4). 

Psalm 121 : 1-8, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


| * igehog the eleventh and twelfth chap- 
ters of Acts, and continue the story, 
after the children have told the story we 
learned last week. 

We do not know how long Peter stayed 
with Cornelius, but it was not long un- 
til he went back to Jerusalem, and the 
other apostles asked him about preach- 
ing to the Gentiles — that is, people who 
were not Jews. Peter told them all 
about how God sent him to tell the Good 
News to Cornelius, and how the Holy 
Spirit came into the hearts.of the peo- 
ple who believed. Then the apostles un- 
derstood, and were glad that the Gentiles 
could be saved, too, 

While Peter was in Jerusalem, Herod 
the king killed James, the brother of 
John. He was the first of the apostles 
to be killed; and he was killed just be- 
cause he believed in Jesus, and Herod 
knew that it would please the Jews. He 
knew that the Jews would be delighted if 
he would kill Peter, too, so he had Peter 
arrested and put in prison to stay until 
he was ready to kill another Christian to 
please the Jews. 

The followers of Jesus had no one on 
earth to help them, so they did the wisest 
thing they could do—they met together 
and prayed to God for Peter. Herod 
had sixteen soldiers watching him, and 
thought surely there was no way for him 
to get out of prison. But the King to 
whom these people prayed was greater 
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than all kings, and one soldier of his 
army was not afraid of all Herod’s iron- 
clad Roman soldiers. Peter had been in 
prison before, and God had sent an an- 
gel to deliver him; so after he had prayed 
to his Father in Heaven, he went to sleep 
with each hand chained to a Roman sol- 
dier, and slept just as soundly and sweetly 
as if there were no strong, cruel enemy 
planning his death. 

In the night a bright light shone into 
the prison, and an angel stood by Peter, 
and hit him on the side, telling him to 
get up. The chains fell from his hands; 
he jumped up and put on his. clothes and 
sandals quickly, just as the angel told 
him to do. Then the angel said, ‘“Fol- 
low me.” Peter followed the angel, 
thinking he was dreaming. They walked 
right by the soldier whe guarded the 
prison, without being seen, and when they 
came to the great iron gate that led to 
the city, it just swung open for them, and 
they walked through. When they had 
gone a little farther into the city, the 
angel left Peter to go on alone, Then 
Peter knew that it was no dream, but, 
sure enough, he was out of prison, a free 
man once more, 

He walked straight to the house where 
his friends were praying for him. And 
among all of those strong Christian men 
and wortnen, do you know, there was not 
one really expecting Peter to be deliv- 
ered? It seems as if he might have been 
saved by the faith of a little servant girl, 
named Rhoda. This little girl answered 
Peter’s knock at the door, and went in 
haste to tell the people that their prayer 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
' By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





Peter Delivered From Frisot. 





Vs.12-15, 





Vs. 16 +1. _& 





1 Peter wist not if it was true. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


was answered: and that Peter was at the 
door. “They thought she was crazy, and 
that Peter had already been killed and it 
was his angel at the door. We are glad 
for Rhoda's faith, and we -believe that 
God will hear us, too, when we pray in 
faith. 

When Peter could not be found in 
prison, Herod had the soldiers killed, and 
then he went to Caesarea, and stayed 
there a while. No doubt, both he and 
the Jews were very much disappointed. 
Poor old Herod, it was not long before 
he died a very dreadful death. 

Peter lived a long time after this, bu 
he never forgot God’s loving care. And 
he knew it was true when he wrote to 
his friends: “He careth for you” (1 Pet. 


5:7). 
Sing “God Will Take Care of You.” 
CuinTon, S. C, 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Getting in and getting out. 

Discussion: What are the “tight 
places” a fellow may get into and how? 
How many tight places have you ever 
been in for Chfist’s sake? 

Objective: Deliverance through Christ. 


AY, fellows, this “excursion with 

Peter” grows more and more inter- 
esting, and more and more helpful, too, 
I am sure. Here in the twelfth chapter 
of Acts we find him Getting In and Get- 
ting Out. That might make a good title 
for Peter’s biography, for it seems he 
was continually getting into trouble 
and getting, out — sometimes gloriously, 
sometimes ingloriously. But every time 
Peter gets out, he somehow steps out upon 
a higher level.. That is why Peter’s life 
story helps us; for most of us are fre- 
quently “getting in” and we want to 
know the way out. 

This reminds us of other great servants 
of God who got in and got out. We think 
of Joseph. He was cast into prison be- 
cause, steadfast to principle, in the face 
of a subtle temptation he said: “How 
then can I do this great wickedness, and 
sin against God?” (Gen. 39:9.) And he 
came out of prison—gloriously. Oh, 
what a coming out was that! Let God 
plan your coming out party: it will be a 
brilliant affair. 

And there was Jeremiah, —bless his 
faithful old heart! He got into a dun- 
geon and sank to his knees in the mire, be- 
cause in the face of all the powers of 
the court he was true to God’s message 
given him to deliver. And in the black 
dampness of Malchiah’s pit he almost per- 
ished, but God put it into the heart of 
Ebed-melech to intercede with the king 
and get him out, though it took thirty 
men to pull his legs from the clutches 
of that sucking mud (Jer. 38: 1-13). 

There was also Daniel. He got into 
the lions’ den, refusing to dishonor God 
by praying to the king: but Daniel got 
out, and in that getting out the whole 
world heard and shared in the praisés of 
Daniel’s God. : 

Paul the great apostle got in, but he 
came out through his letters to the 
churches which letters have become the 
canon of Scripture and contain the Gos- 
pel of hope and deliverance to a dying 
world. 

Jonah got in. He got into the whale’s 
belly; but he found himself on his knees 
in the cramped quarters of that sub- 
marine, and God heard his S.O.S. and 
delivered him. Some one has facetiously 
remarked: “When you get down in the 
mouth, think of Jonah; /ie came out all 
right.” There is more truth than smile 
in that. And, fellows, if you want to 
read an eloquent prayer, turn right now 
to those short ten verses of the second 
chapter of Jonah. There is not a finer 
description in all the Bible or in any 
other literature of a man’s utter help- 
lessness and God’s power and willingness 
to deliver him. 

So Peter got in and got out. The open 
air had never felt so delicious to Peter 
as when the angel of the Lord led him 
forth that night. So good was it that 
In other 





words, Peter had to pinch himself to 
see if he were not walking in his sleep. 
Never did the faces of his. friends so 
refresh him as he found them rising from 
their knees at John Mark’s house that 
same night. They had prayed him out 
of jail, and Peter said: “Now I know 
ot a surety, that the Lord hath sent his 
angel, and hath delivered me out of the 
hand of Herod.” 

There are two kinds of prisons we get 
into, fellows. Some prisons we make for 
ourselves. We forge their massive doors 
and bars by our own folly, like Jonah; 
but God is ready to deliver us if we are 
truly penitent and seek his aid. The 
others are like this prison of Peter’s — 
the “tight places’ we may get into for 
Christ’s sake. Have you ever been in 
one? Be sorry if you haven't. The fel- 
low who has never borne a hardship for 
his Lord cannot know the joy of a real 
experience. Don’t flinch, fellows; take 
the roughness if it comes, and, like Peter 
and John as they went forth from their 
Sanhedrin flogging, you will rejoice that 
you were counted worthy to suffer shame 
for his name (Acts 5:41). 

GrEENsSBORO, N, C. 


Your Ciass of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. What a girl once found out at a 
prayer-meeting. 


2. Your girls and prayer — today. 








SN’T she the very first girl at a prayer- 

meeting of those first Christians? And 
don’t your girls like stories, especially of 
other girls? How will this one interest 
them, then? 

Everybody was in distress over this 
latest and worst persecution among the 
many that were coming thick and fast 
upon that first band of Christ-followers, 
lately come to be called “Christians.” 
Who was it suggested that the only way 
out for them was to pray together, as 
they had so often done before? It 
seemed perfectly hopeless, with their be- 
loved leader fast in chains under heavy 
guard, the prisoner of their relentless foe, 
the cruel Herod, who had so lately killed 
one of the Twelve. (How could they 
know that he was really afraid to kill 
this popular leader of this growing sect, 
but was planning to release him the very 
next day, to curry favor with the peo- 
ple?) But could they not well recall the 
wonderful evidence of God’s presence in 
prayer-meetings but lately held among 
them? So they earnestly prayed together 
there in that same large upper room in 
Mary’s great house, where so often these 
followers of Jesus had met before, be- 
hind locked doors, “for fear of the Jews.” 

Ne: there was one present who may 
not have been counted as one at all by 
even these loving-hearted followers of 
the loving Jesus—just a servant girl, 
whose duty it was to answer the knock 
on the porch door, But quite clearly she, 
too, believed in the Master whom this 
company of people worshiped, and to 
whein they continued to pray far into 
the night; and she, too, must have been 
praying with the others. 

But little Rhoda alone catches the 
knock. at the outer door and runs to an- 
swer. Peter’s voice! asking to be let in! 
Impossible? That their prayer should 
be granted even while they prayed? Not 
to this overjoyed little maidservant! For 
she ran and told them that “Peter stood 
before the gate’ — forgetting for very 
joy to open the door to him before she 
ran with the incredible (?) tidings! The 
rest doubted, but not Rhoda, who “confi- 
dently affirmed” that she knew this one 
asking admission was none other than 
“our Peter.” 

And how did this servant girl know 
so surely that God had granted the 
prayers of his people so immediately? 
Do you not suppose she had many times 
heard Peter preach in the Temple court? 
Or, more surely, pray right here in her 
mistress’ upper room? Had “Rose” been 
one of those “three thousand souls” saved 
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through his great sermon on that day 
when the first prayer-meeting had broken 
up when the answer to their prayers came 
uppn them all in power? Had that one, 
too, been held in this very same place 
of prayer? Certain it is that Peter, upon 
finding himself released, “considered” that 
this was the very place in which he would 
find his friends —this place of frequent 
gathering for prayer. 

And certain it is that no prayer-meet- 
ing ever broke up mere suddenly and un- 
expectedly, by the very story of how God 
had answered their prayers before they 
had finished making them! Can your 
girls see Rhoda’s eyes as she listened to 
Peter’s account of his angelic visitor and 
release? What place do they suppose 
prayer had in her life, ever after that? 
What place has it in theirs? What ‘joy 
does it bring them—their share in the 
prayer life of their church? 


Home Study 
Mark every mention of prayer in the 
Book of Acts. What are your conclu- 
sions concerning prayer after such a 
study? 


Decatur, GA. 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of June 5) 


1. To the Samaritans by Philip (see Acts 
8 : 5-12). 

2, Peter and John had followed up Philip’s 
work among the Samaritans, who were part 
Gentile, and more despised than any others. 

3. Cornelius, a Roman officer. 

4. Peter to whom Christ had promised the 
keys of the kingdom. . : 

5. John 10: 16 

6. Isaiah 11: 10; 42:1; 62:2; Jeremiah 16: 
19; Hosea 2:23; Malachi 1:11. ~ 

7. It is accompanied by such clear teaching 
directly from God that it cannot be consid- 
ered an exception to a rule, as the others 
might have been, but became a stindard, 
a recognized rule for all time to come. It 
was indeed the “breaking down of the mid- 
dle wall of partition’ between Jew and Gen- 
tile in the new Christian church. 

8. In the exercise of prayer (Acts 10:9). 

9. That he was lodging with a tanner is 
hardty less surprising than that he should 
go as an invited guest to the house of a 
Gentile Roman. To find Simon the Jew in 
the house of Simon the tanner! Was Peter 
remembering Jesus in the house of Zaccheus 
the publican? 

1o. “Lay up for yourselves .treasures in 
heaven” (Matt. 6:20 with Acts 10:4, 31). 

11. He perceived the meaning of that which 
he saw. He saw the relation of Cornelius 
to God, but because Cornelius was a Gentile 
he perceived that the Gospel was -for ail 
men. 

12. His vision had prepared him to perceive 
this, as well. doubtless as- the providential 
circumstances that led him to Cornelius. 

13. The falling of the Holy Ghost upon the 
Gentiles while he was yet preaching. 

14. “All who heard the word” (Acts 10 : 44). 

1s. On the day of Pentecost, to Jews only. 

16. If we are not Jews, we must recog- 
nize that through the door of Gospel priv- 
ilege flung open wide that day we, too, may 
enter into the fullest privileges as children 
of God through Christ. 








The Victorious Life 




















Immediate’ Needs at Keswick 


O YOU know that Victory Hall at 
America’s Keswick, containing fifty- 
four bedrooms, was made possible largely 
through $1, $2, and $5 gifts, principally 
from readers of The Sunday School 
Times? Those who faithfully gave what 
they could are today sharing in a very real 
way in the ministry of that building to 
hundreds of lives. 
Conference after conference has seen 
Victory Hall, which accommodates nearly 
150 people, filled with those who have 
been receiving, probably, the greatest 
blessing of their lives in finding the life 
that is Christ. 
Those who have followed the reports 
of Victorious Life Conferences at Kes- 
wick, as they have appeared from time 
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“tend the conferences. 





Lesson for June 12 
Acts 12: 1-17 


to time, will have some idea of what God 
is doing through Keswick in these days. 
Miracles have been wrought in the lives 
of hundreds of defeated and discouraged 
Christians, many ministers and mission- 
aries have found liberty and a new joy 
in preaching a living Gospel, and scores 
of young people (some now on the for- 
eign field) have presented their lives to 
the Lord for service wherever he wou'd 
lead. These blessed results could not 
have been accomplished without the build- 
ings to accommodate the people. 

ictory Hall is not yet complete. A 
number of important comforts and con- 
veniences have had to be left unprovided 
until sufficient funds make it possible 


.. to add them. 


One of the most important and imme- 
diate needs is that of new beds to replace 
those purchased from the Government at 
very low cost to meet the emergency sev- 
eral years ago. New beds would add 
much to the comfort of those who at- 
Special prices of 
$ro and $12 each have been quoted by a 
large concern interested in Keswick. Will 
you prayerfully consider whether God 
would have you make an investment in 
this ‘way, where the return in blessing 
is certain and large? 

Gifts should be sent to B. F. Culp, 
Treasurer, 80-82 Stafford Building, 1114 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


s 
It is not too early for many to begin 
to plan for the summer Victorious Life 
Conferences at Keswick. These are the 
coming conferences : 
Summer Season, 1927, Keswick, N. J. 


June 25 to July 3.—Student Conference. 
July 9-17.—Victorious Life Conference. 


July 23-31.— “ “ “ 
Aug. 6-14.— » - = 
Aug. 20-22— “ “ * 
Sept. 2- S.— “ “ “oe 


Meals and room for each of the above ceon- 
ference periods, except for the September 
week-end, $16. Registration fee, $3.50 addi- 
tional. 

All applications for aecommodations should 
be sent to the Victorious Life Testimony, 80- 
82 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. Reservations cannot be made 
unless application is accompanied by regis- 
tration fee. 

Will you pass on the above information to 
those who may be interested in attending or 
praying for these conferences? Prayer is es- 
pecially asked that there shall be clearly pre- 
sented the all-sufficiency of the provision 
God has made in our Lord Jesus Christ for 
every need of those who believe, and that 
there shall also be presented the utter and 
continual helplessness and insufficiency of 
every one apart: from Christ to live a life 
pleasing to God. 

~~ 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 








June 19. Our Need for a Christian Sunday. 
Mark 2 : 27, 28; 3: 1-5. 

June 26. Where Are Missionaries More 
Needed—India or Africa? Matt. 18: 11-14 

July 3. What Our Government Does for Us. 
Rom. 13 : 1-8. 

July 10. Christ’s Teachings That Are Too Sel- 
dom Practiced. Matt. 5 : 38-48. (Conse- 
cration meeting.) 


Sunday, June 12 


Poems That Are Worth While 
(Psa. 23 : 1-6) 





Mon.—A song of triumph (Exod. 1g : 1-13). 
Tues.—A poem of faith (Psa. 91 : 1-16). 
Wed.—A poem of joy (Isa. 12 : 1-6). 
Thurs.—A poem of comfort (Isa. 40 : 1-8). 
Fri.—A poem of judgment (Joel 2: 1-11), 
Sat.—A poem of Heaven (Rev. 21 : 1-7). 











What poem has helped you? How? 


What is the value of poetry as contrasted 
with prose? 


Who is your favorite poet? Why? 
ORDSWORTH has said that “po- 


etry is the spontaneous overflow of 
powerful feelings; it takes its origin from 
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emotion is contemplated till, by a species 
of reaction, the tranquillity gradually dis- 
appears and an emotion kindred to that 
which was before the subject of contem- 


plation is gradually produced and does | 


itself actually exist in the mind.” 
we 

And because poetry is an expression of 
the emotion it has a universal appeal. But 
there is one great difference between the 
poetry that Wordsworth describes and the 
poetry contained in the Word of God. 
While all that Wordsworth says is true 
of the poetry found in the Word there 
is something more, for the Bible poems 
are “God-breathed,” the Holy Spirit in- 
fallibly guiding in the choice of words 
from the writer’s own vocabulary. It 
is small wonder then that we find the 
Bible poems without a peer in. the field 
of literature. Nelson’s Encyclopedia says 
of the Psalms that they are universally 
ranked among the most glorious achieve- 
ments of the poetic spirit. 

we 

Have you ever stopped to consider what 
a large portion of the Word is written 
in poetic form? Our King James Ver- 
sion of the Bible makes it somewhat 
difficult for us to appreciate this. But 
notice the Revised Version where Job, 
Psalms, Proverbs, and Song of Solomon 
are all given in their verse form. Be- 
sides these complete books of verse there 
are mat. bits.of poetry scattered thr 
the Word. One of the earliest of these 
is Lamech’s poetical statement to his 
wives, recorded in Genesis 4: 23, 24. One 
translator even goes so far as to make 
God’s curse upon the serpent and upon 
Eve and Adam, in Genesis 3,.a poetic for- 
mation. Many will recall Jacob’s proph- 
ecy concerning his sons in Genesis 49. 
This is all given in verse, as is also the 
song that Moses and. the children of Is- 
rael sang when they were delivered. from 
the Red Sea, given in Exodus 15. 


we 
In the New Testament perhaps the best 
known poems are the beautiful Magnificat 
of Mary in Luke 1: 46-55, and the Nunc 
Dimittis of Simeon in Luke 2: 29-32. In 
the Book of Revelation we are even given 
the words of the song sung by the cheru- 
hims and by the redeemed around the 
throne (Rev. 4:8, 11; 5:9, 12, 13; IL: 
16; ¥§: 3, 43 19:1, 2 5-8). 
we 


But perhaps of all the Bible poems, 
the Psalms have been chiefly the main- 


stay and comfort of the Christian. There = 


is scarcely a Christian the world over 
but knows and loves the twenty-third 
Psalm, as embodying Ged’s love and 
shepherding care of his children. The 
first Psalm, speaking as it does of God’s 
perfect man the Lord Jesus Christ, is 
seareely less well known and loved. When 
we try to choose our favorite among the 
ninety-first or one hundred and sixth or 
one hundred and eighteenth Psalms and 
many others, we are somewhat in the pre- 
dicament that Moody was in when some 
one asked him what was his favorite 
Scripture verse. He replied, “You might 


as well ask me which is my _ favorite | 


eye. 

r we 

It will be interesting if you will have 
different members of your Young Peo- 
ple’s Society come prepared to tell in a 
few words which is their favorite Bible 
poem and why. 


Perhaps one of the secrets of the strong 
appeal of the poems of the Bible is that, 
because of their rhythmic formation, they 
can readily be fixed in the mind and 
memorized. Expressing as they do the 
height and the depth of the emotion of the 
mighty men of old who were moved by 
the Holy Spirit, they stir and warm ovr 
hearts in a way that makes us love them 
and draw from them the comfort and 
strength and inspiration that God intended 
they should be to us. 


V4 

In thinking of worth while poems we 
must not forget those writers whom 
has used down through the ages to in- 
spire and help the Christian Church. Al- 
though they were not inspired in the same 
sense as were the writers of the Word, 
nevertheless, God has given them a defi- 


emotion recol'ected in tranquillity: the | nite ministry. Our hymn books contain 


‘many noble and Scriptural poems and it 


will be interesting to have. some member 
of your society take one or two of these 
hymns and tell how they came to be writ- 
ten. Among the poems that every Chris- 
tian should know are: 


Robert Burns’ “The Cotter’s Saturday 
Night.” 

F. W. H. Myers’ “Saint Paul.” 

James Russell Lowell’s “The Vision of Sir 
Launfal,.” 

Thomas Gray’s “Elegy in a Country 
Churchyard,” 

Alfred Tennyson’s “In Memoriam.” 

OF A. Richards’ “The Master of My 
oat.” 


Why not have several members read 
brief selections from these great Chris- 
tian poems in the meeting if there is time? 
’ But we need to ask God to safeguard us 
in our reading of poetry just as we would 
in the field of prose literature. There 
is much being turned out on every hand 
today under the guise of good verse that 
is not true to. the Word and even athe- 
istic. Let us ask God to direct us to those 
poems that will uplift and direct our 
thoughts toward him, and let us keep so 
in touch with. him, through fellowship in 
prayer and in the reading of the Word, 
that we shall be sensitive to all that would 
hurt or harm us in any way. 





we 
Am I letting God direct my. reading? 
Do I knew and’ love the poems in his Word? 


Am I letting him make my life.a poem. of 
| praise and glory to him that may be seen 
and read by others? 


PHILADELPHIA. 








| Children at Home | 


“Not Wanted” 


A true story 
By A. O. Stott 


White? A friend has left me this 
Irish terrier for keeps. He’s a remark- 
ably cute little chap, but keeps chasing 
my wife’s Persian cat.” 

Old Timothy. White who. kept the vil- 
lage general store began raking among 
a motley collection of things. Phil, his 
nephew, came forward to assist in the 
search, —he had recently come to “learn 
‘the business.” His mother, a widow, had 
been very thankful when Unele Timothy 
had promised to try the lad. At last 
the whip was found, and the customer, a 
local farmer, agreed to take it. 

“That will be O.K. Put it down to 
my account. 
carry home your ewn instrument of tor- 
'ture,” and his new master laughingly 
' watched as the terrier obediently did so. 
| Phil, whe was very keen on all dogs, 
| seemed to catch an expression in the 
| brown eyes that spelled mute rebellion. 

Terry was puzzled, too, wondering why 
for the first time in life he had to carry 
home a whip. However, he consoled him- 
self by thinking. it must be fer that rude, 





is gate you any dog whips, Mr. | 


Here, Terry, you may } 
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disagreeable, and most provoking cat. A 
few mornings later, Phil as usual was 
taking down the shutters, and had barely 
opened his shop door when Terry came 
bounding down the village street. He 
carried the whip in his mouth, and made 
straight for the general store. Dashing 
in, he deposited the whip on the counter, 
and was gone in a flash. 

“Uncle Timothy,” called Phil, “come 
quickly. That Irish terrier is some dog! 
He’s been and returned the whip, evidently 
as ‘Not wanted.’ ” 

“Well, I never did,” said the old man. 
“I guess Terry knew that the whip was 
to punish ’im, and ’e just wouldn’t ’ave 
it in the ’ouse. Wish every one was as 
wise, and put away things that harmed 
them in body and soul. I must be tellin’ 
this to old Sam who does be spendin’ ’is 
precious time, money, and all at the 
Thistle and Rose.” 

Phil did. not say much, but his face 
was paler than usual. Upstairs in his 
locked box-there were two or three trashy 
boeks a lad next door had Ient him. He 
knew they were the sort that his mother 
and Uncle Timothy would label as “no 
good at all.” He hadn’t wanted particu- 
larly to take them from Dick Martin, 
but he dreaded being ridiculed and being 
called a “pie-pie mamy’s boy.” He liked 
Dick and was unwilling to offend him. 

“Well, I think I must just give. him 
back his books tonight. Mother would 
say they harmed one more tK:.n a thrash- 
ing with a dog whip. I’lf follow Terry’s 
lead, and say ‘Not wanted.’” 

Of course Dick langhed and made fun 
of him, but Phil minded far less than 
he had expected. Somehow he realized 


the truth of the words he had sometimes 


sung so lightly: 
If I must suffer for the right, 
It were no crushing load; 
For God himself will give me grace 
To walk the thorny road. 


Next morning Terry’s master appeared, 
as he had learned of the dog’s clever ac- 
tion about the returned whip. 

“Well, Mr. White, I think you may 
sell the article to another customer, for 
I really believe Terry is a reformed char- 
acter. At any rate, he has not gone for 
his enemy since he Carried home that 
whip, and appears determined to tolerate 
her — perhaps in time they may even be- 
come friends, ne knowing with such a re- 
markable dog, is there? He has a mind 
of his own, and follows a very bright 
gleam of canine wisdom anyway.” 

Phil thought so, anyway, for th@ inci- 
dent was never to be forgotten by him, 
and it led in days to come to the joy of 
winning his chum Dick to enlist under 
the banner of the cross. 


WortTHINnG, Sussex, ENG. 
e 


“Teacher Training with the Master 
Teacher” is a series of studies of Christ 
in the act ef teaching as a means of 
learning how to teach. The book is in- 
valuable for teachers’ supplementary 
study, and may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, Philadel- 
phia, at $1, postage 10 cents. 











JUNE 


Copies- Available Now ! © 


The Full and Authorized Text of 


REPLY TO GOV. “AL” SMITH 
BY CHAS. C. 


Declined By The Atlantic Monthly 


APPEARS IN: 


MOODY ust: MONTHLY 


MARSHALL 


ISSUE 


Read and Pass On! 


MOODY MONTHLY 


150 Institute Pt., Chicago, iit. Name PITTTTTSTITITIT IT TTITITTiT rire eee 
Send me the June issue 2%. 
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Che Sunday School Times 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries, 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for ina club- . 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

: The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than tne postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus so cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or 
in a package to one address, $2 each per year. 

The paper is not sent to any subscfiber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Philadelphia School for 
Christian Workers 


‘Trains young women for Pastor’s Assistants, Edu- 
cational Directors, Missionaries at home and abroad. 
Endorsed by General Assembly. More calls than we 
can supply for our graduates. Two year coutses. No 
student rejected for lack of means. Write for catalogue. 


Box S, 1122 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 














Clark's 24th Cruise, Jan. 25, 1928, 65 days. 


EDITERRANEAN 


Y 28 days ashore (14% days Palestine-Egypt) 


600 up; inc!uding hotels, 
E rives, guides, fees. 
Stop overs in ‘Europe. 


Free — 100 page program with full details. 








KELLER TRAVEL AGENCY, Desk 5-S, 70 E. 4Sth St., New York 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 
re ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 
Don’t miss itt Marion Lawrance said: ‘‘ There is 

no other I like as well.”” Sample copy free. : 
THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Aveaue, New York 


Earn $25 Weekly Spare Time 


Writing for newspapers, magazines. Experience 
unnecessary. Details FREE. 


PRESS SYNDICATE, 1287, ST. LOUIS, MO. 
































BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 


STUBBORN SORES 
Resinol 








cet Nant cet aaa a. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Followine the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 
oo! Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 


Yet Thirty-Six Months! 


HREE years from this week, if the 
Lord tarry, the Church wal enter its 
twentieth century of history. Year by 
year, and now month by month, its nine- 
teen centuries of world-wide opportunity 
are rapidly drawing to a close, Only 
thirty-six months remain, Will “this gos- 
of the kingdom,” concerning which 
fr. Jaffray wrote so convincingly and 
pressingly in the March 12 issue of The 
Sunday School Times, have been preached 
during these months “in all the world for 
a witness unto all nations’? Oh, that it 
might be, for “then shall the end come” 
(Matt. 24:14), and the tribulation period 
begin, out of which latter there will be 
as great deliverances, yea, even greater 
than those concerning which we are to 
study this week. Let us pray that these 
months and years immediately ahead may 
witness an unprecedented circulation of 
God’s~ Holy Word, with unprecedented 
intercession accompanying. 


June 6 to 12 


Mon.—Acts 12 : 5-17. 
Peter Delivered from Prison. 

Prayer for Peter “was made without 
ceasing,” and apparently too without be- 
lieving (vs. 15, 16).. If God had an- 
swered the church’s prayers according to 
its faith, would Peter have been deliv- 
ered? How many of your prayers would 
be answered, if God’s response were to 
be according to your faith? 

Prayer SuGGESTIONS: Are you “as- 
tonished” when your prayers are an- 
swered? Will you be astonished if the 
prayers you offer this morning are an- 
swered during the day? Should not our 
oft-repeated petition be, “Lord, increase 
our faith’? Would you expect THIS 
prayer to be answered? 

Tues.—Psalm 121. The Safety of the Godly. 

A summarized free translation might 
be: “Shall I lift up mine eyes unto the 
hills? Does my help come_from them? 
No! My help cometh from the Lord 
who made the hills!) He is my founda- 
tion, my never-sleeping keeper, my shade, 
my shield, my unfailing and eternal pre- 


server.” Hallelujah! 
PraYer Succestions: Pray for the 
Christian Life Literature Fund (1114 


Chestnut Street, Philadelphia), and for 
the man at tts head, Mr. Oliver R. 
Heinse, whom Ged has so graciously and 
greatly used during the past fourteen 
years. Pray for God's special blessing 
upon the literature just now being sent 
to thousands of missionaries. 


Wed.—Psalm 97. God Delivers His Own. 


“The Lord reigneth”; therefore let 
the earth, and its islands, and Zion, and 
the daughters of Judah, and the upright 
in heart, —let these rejoice; for he who 
reigneth is able also to deliver “them that 
are his,” and all these are his. God is 
sovereign, and sovereignty implies both 
reigning and delivering -power. 

Prayer Succestions: Three years 
from today, that is, on S , June 8, 
1930, the Church will “celebrate” the nine- 
teen hundredth anniversary of its Pente- 
costal founding. Shall we not pray that 
the centuries which the locusts of sloth- 
ful indifference as to world evangelization 
have devoured shalt be gloriously restored 
during these three years? 


Thurs.—1 Kings 17:12-9. Divine Care. 


Note carefully that it was the Lord 
who did the commanding, and not Elijah. 
The Lord. commanded the ravens (v. 4), 
and the widow woman (v. 9), and Elijah 
himself (vs. 3, 9); and all obeyed the 
Lord. Confusion and disaster result from 
man’s assuming God’s place. There was 
nothing of that here. 





Prayer: Succestions: Pray for the 


work of the Rev. John Hay in South 


America (Inland South America Mission-° 


ary Union). Pray for the thirteen new 
missionaries who recently went to the 
field. Do you want to be where the heart 
of Jesus 1s? It is PRE-EMINENTLY in the 
missionary field. “Go ye.’ 


Fri—2 Kings 6: 8-19. Elisha Delivered. 


Two great hosts encompass every true 
servant of God: the one of darkness, rep- 
resented by Ben-hadad’s “great host” (v. 
14); the other of light, represented by 
the “horses and chariots of fire” (v. 17); 
the one fiercely and strongly offensive, the 
other faithfully and ommnipotently de- 
fensive. Fear not, timid one, “If God 
be for us, who can be against us?” 

PraYER SuGGesTIons: Pray for grace 
and comfort to every sorrowing and sadly 
tried child of God; the physically af- 
flicted, the mentally oppressed, the spir- 
itually buffeted, the temporally broken, 
the socially outcast. Pray for those who 
are confused, groping, fearfully appre- 
hensive as to the future. Pray for all 
who have not learned to “trust in God.” 


Sat.—Daniel 6 : 14-23. 
Daniel Delivered from the Lions. 


Even a king is at times powerless (v. 
14), but the King never! (v. 22.) He 
whose trust is in an earthly sovereign is 
destined sooner or later to come to grief; 
but he whose abiding trust is in the 
heavenly Sovereign can never be disap- 
pointed. Do you know whom you have 
“believed,” and are you “persuaded”? (2 
Tim. 1:12.) Happy your lot! 

Pratse Succestions: Let each member 
of the family recall some of his own 
greatest deliverances, praising God afresh 
for each one. Then let all join in sing- 
ing, “How firm a foundation, ye saints 
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of the Lord” ; and afterward-let each lead 
briefly in a prayer of praise and thanks- 
giving. 


Sun.—Psalm 34:1-8 The Guardian Angel. 


The writer’s father lived to-his eighty- 
fourth year, and through all his long life 
this was one of his favorite Psalms, espe- 
cially the sixth and seventh verses, which 
he believed were literally verified to him 
times without number; through the 
stormy years of America’s Civil War, and 
later through almost innumerable hard- 
ships. But God graciously gave him an 
unfaltering faith, Has he you? 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for-all the 
aged in our Sunday School Times fam- 
ily, especially for those who are helpless 
or_friendléss. Pray, too, for all the chil- 
dren and young people, that they may be 
faithfully instructed in the home, and that 
they be responsive and obedient. 
a ne Day” im the Sunday- 
school. 


AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn,N.Y. 





At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith | 
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Summer Bible Conferences 
Auspices The Aoody Rible Institute of Chicago 








TEACHERS OF EMINENCE 


PREACHERS OF POWER 


GOSPEL SINGERS OF MARKED ABILITY 
Will Contribute Strength and Value to Programs 





Lake Geneva, Wis.......July 4-11 
Montrose, Pa..............Jealy 11-28 
Ocean City, N. i... 3-Sept. § 
Brevard, N. C.............Jualy 24-Aug. 7 


Hendersonville, N. C...July 24-Aug.7 


Lake Orion, Mich.......Jaly 31-Aug. 14 
Denver, Colo............. July 31-Aug. 14 
Colorado Springs, Colo....Aug. 14-28 
Manitou, Colo....... cacasecee Aug. 14-28 
Eagles Mere, Pa........ -Aug. 27-Sept. 4 


Meuntain Peaks of Spiritual Vision may be Found along Ghese Roads of Vacation 
Travel. Plan to Attend. 








fllustrated Bible Conference Bulletin Sent on Request 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Extension Department, Box S 54—153 INSTITUTE PLACE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 











Dr. Conrad uncovers 





bed-rock foundations 





of Christian belief 





A BRAND-NEW book by the pastor of the famous Park Street Church, 
and author of ‘‘ Jesus Christ at the Cross-Roads,’’ and ‘‘ Comrades of 
the Carpenter,’’—stressing in a constructive way the abiding realities of the 
Christian faith which make the only true basis for a life of happiness and 


service, here and hereafter. 


These realities are expressed in seven great 


affirmations: Gop Is, Gop Createp, Gop Spakr, Gop Came, Gop Rer- 
DEEMED, Gop Is HERE, Gop Is’‘CominG AGaIn, * 


Tes book will be welcomed and treasured by all Christians. It is capti- 
vating and convincing reading, and offers rich material for sermons, 
prayer-meeting talks, and Bible class study and discussion. Just published 


under the title : 


The Seven Finalities of Faith 


$1.50, postage 12 cents 
MAY BE ORDERED FROM BOOKSELLERS OR FROM 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY; 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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